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Old Mother Nature’s daughters four 
She sure did cherish and adore. 

And they in turn their love exprest 
In bounteous gifts—the surest test. 


‘*Spring,’’ tho’ the daughter quite capricious, 
Her gift was embryonic fruit deiicious; 
While ‘‘Summer’’ with heart so warm, behold, 
Turned all the fields to burning gold. 
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The Seasons 


Then ‘‘Autumn,’’ a blushing maid in red and gold, 
A beauteous picture did unfold; 

’"Twas ‘‘Winter’’ threw her mantle white 

*Round Mother Nature, snug and tight. 


And so old Mother Nature dear 

Slept peacefully, without a fear; 

For well she knew that Winter’s cold 
Would bow before Spring’s warm foothold, 
As had been done for ages past, 

The Seasons’ routine sure would last. 


That was the edict of our God— 
We find it in His precious Word; 
And in the ‘‘hollow of His hand’’ 
All gifts are held: His to command, 


—K. K. T. 
Harrisburg, Penna. 
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HJesus—T he Good Samaritan 

i Now just a word regarding Him 

( Who told the story of the man 
That’s called the good Samaritan: 

| Oh, how shall I His portrait limn! 

! 

| 
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Our words are coid and empty, too, 
When we attempt by them to trace 
The splendor of His shining face, 

Or bring His glories into view. 


But if no words can paint His face, 
Where shall be found the finer art 
To limn for us His tender heart— 

His soul, surcharged with heavenly grace? 


Our words all fail; but still we feel 
That Jesus is the matchless Man— 
In truth, the good Samaritan! 

The story does Himself reveal! 


What kind compassion did He show 
The weak and wounded, sick and sore— 
For breaking anguish evermore, 
Where’er His blessed feet did go! 


Aye, Jesus was Himself the Man, 

Who, on the way to Jericho, 

Relieved the wounded man, I trow,— _ 
Jesus—the good Samaritan! 


Hats off to the Samaritan! 
But unto Jesus—all our days— 
Be grateful homage—rapt’rous praise! 


Ecce Homo: behold the Man! 
—G. S. R. 
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SPRING 


Blossoms along the Potomac! 

A sweet, throbbing scent in the air, 

Bushes and grass slowly greening, 

And sweethearts are everywhere! 

—Grace H. Poffenberger. 
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The Economic Situation of the American Farmer 


E. P, WEAVER, Head of Department of Agricultural Economics, The Pennsylvania State College 


2 REFORMED 
The leading top:e before Congress at 

the special session, which will be called 

soon, is that of measures for relief to 


agriculture, All readers of this paper will 
therefore, no doubt, be interested in a 
brief discussion of the factors which have 
brought farming into a _ position where 
measures of relief seem justifiable and 
worthy of the attention of the Congress 
of the United States. 

Since 1921, farmers have been under the 
handicap of a level of prices for farm pro- 
ducts which was considerably below the 
prices of commodities which farmers buy. 
This fact, together with high taxes and 
the payment of interest on indebtedness 
fully twice as high as in pre-war days, 
have caused a period of chronic depression 
from which some measure of relief would 
seem justifiable. What these measures 
should be, must be judged by the causes 
which have led to the present situation. 

The two major causes of the depression, 
which began in 1921, were deflation of 
currency following a period of rapid in- 
flation and overproduction of farm pro- 
ducts following a period of unusual de- 
mand for farm products from the United 
States during and immediately after the 
war. These brought many minor causes 
with them. 

Rapid inflation, such as occurred from 
1917 to 1920, when the general level of 
wholesale prices in the United States more 
than doubled, followed by a rapid decline 
in prices like the drop which occurred in 
1920, always results in serious financial 
hardships to many elasses of people. 
Prices of different types of commodities 
and services do not go up and down to- 
gether. Prices of farm products rise more 
rapidly than the prices of many articles 
which go into the farmer’s cost of produe- 
tion. They also rise more rapidly than 
wages of farm labor and more rapidly than 
city wages, city rents and freight rates. 
Consequently during the war the producer 
of raw products was getting a larger and 
larger profit because he was getting a 
larger and larger share of the consumer’s 
dollar. This fact, coupled with easy credit 
conditions, led to a period of speculation 
in farm lands and to a rapid expansion of 
investment in land and equipment. 

During this period, the taxes which the 
farmers pay remained comparatively low 
since these taxes are used largely for the 
payment of school teacher’s salaries, text- 
books, road building and for county gov- 
ernment, and all of these expenses rise 
very slowly during inflation. Hence low 
taxes contributed to the farmers profits 
' during the inflation period and indirectly 
to the overeapitalization of the farming 
business. 

In 1920, when deflation set in and the 
prices started on their downward course, 
the prices of farm produets were again 
the ones to move first and most rapidly. 
In fact, wages dropped very little and 
then rose again to war’ time levels; taxes 


WHY GO INTO THE UNION? 

By this time our readers have all the 
essential facts concerning the proposed 
trilateral organic union of the Reformed 
Chureh in the United States, the Church 
of the United Brethren in Christ, and our 
own Synod, so that it should not be hard 
to come to a decision in regard to it. 
Whatever other information on the sub- 
ject is still lacking will be published just 
as soon as it can be gathered and printed. 

It will not be necessary, however, to 
await this information before making up 
one’s mind as to whether or not the pro- 
posed organie union is desirable, That de- 


only began their upward course about the 
time that prices started downward; freight 
rates had their most pronounced advances 
after the war was over; city wages and 
city rents have remained high necessitat- 
ing a high cost of wholesaling and retail- 
ing. All these costs, which must come out 
of the consumer’s dollar before the farmer 
gets anything, have so reduced the prices 
received for farm produce at the farm that 
they covered costs of production for only 
a small group of the most efficient produc- 
ers. This is true, not because the profits 
of the wholesaler and retailer are so high 
(they seldom consume more than five per 
cent of the consumer’s dollar), but be- 
cause the costs of distribution are high. 
Thus the farmer is left with high wages, 
high distribution costs, and high taxes to 
pay, and with high investment in over- 


TRAVEL ON THE THREE C LINE 


Before going on a trip efforts are 
made to select the route giving the 
best service, having the finest scen- 
ery, and making the most advantage- 
ous connections. 

Everybody takes a journey, start- 
ing at the cradle and ending in the 
grave. There are two routes, Those 
who are wise take the Three C Line. 

It is the Cheerful Christian 
Church Route. There is better time, 
finer scenery, connections wunsur- 
passed, safe bridges, no dangerous 
curves or forbidding tunnels. This 
road passes through a country of 
happy people. Honesty is the cus- 
tom, cheerfulness the mode of life, 
helpfulness voluntary, and smiles 
the sunshine of existence. 

That line has over 100 stations in 
this city. The waiting rooms are 
examples of beauty, comfort and 
restfulness. Music is supplied and 
the information bureau employs elo- 
quent as well as earnest speakers. 

The other route has bridges of 


suspense, clouds of uncertainty, 
gales of harshness, epidemics of 
slander, mountains of difficulties, 


rivers of doubt and ravines of de- 
spair, all ending in the Land of No 
Hope. Stations on that line are 
noticeable because of the noisy 
crowds jazzing for tickets. There 
are many cheap excursions, mostly 
by night. The patronage is none too 
select. Some people call it the Prim- 
rose Line. 

The Man in the Pew has pointed 
out the features of the two routes. 

Think it over. Our families would 
rather have us travel on the Three 
Cc Line. 

Thank you. 


—Reading (Pa.) Eagle. 


cision is not a matter of reasoning or ¢al- 
culation, but rather one of faith and conse- 
eration. The correct answer to the above 
question is not found by way of statistics 
or the multiplication table, but only by 
looking unto Jesus the Author and Per- 
fecter of our faith Who, in the night in 
which He was betrayed, prayed so fervent- 
ly that His disciples and those who be- 
lieved on Him through their word, might 
all be one, John 17:11, 21-23. This sub- 
lime prayer has something of the nature 
of a means of grace, yea, it seems even 
akin to a sacrament, so vitally essential 
is it to the suecess of the great world task 


head costs, but with a small income out 
of which these must be met before he has 
anything to spend on himself, 

This brings us to the second major fae- 
tor, that of surplus production, With con- 
ditions like those just described, the in- 
dustrialist would close his plant until the 
demand for his products would warrant a 
price which would enable him to pay the 
high wages, costs of raw materials and 
other costs of operation. The farmer’s 
business is such that he cannot do that. 
Hired labor is about the only item which 
he would save by closing down and this is 
a very small portion of his total costs. In 
order to meet his taxes, interest and costs 
of living for himself and family, who con- 
stitute the major portion of his labor foree, 
he must continue to operate and push his 
production to the limit. Thus what to the 
individual farmer is the only course he 
can pursue becomes, in the aggregate, a 
cause for continued low prices. 

The results of the high rate of produe- 
tion to which the country was brought dur- 
ing the war were over-emphasized after 
the close of the war by the competition in 
our export markets of goods from Austra- 
lia, New Zealand and South America, 
where they accumulated during the ‘war, 
because of inadequate shipping facilities 
to bring them to Europe where they were 
so badly needed. Thus the blame for 
speeding up production during the war 
cannot rest on the farmer for he was re- 
sponding to both price and patriotic ap- 
peal to produce, because the same vessel 
could haul two loads from New York to 
Liverpool in the same time it could bring 
one load from Rio de Janeiro or from any 
port in Australia or New Zealand. 

A second very important cause of sur- 
plus production is the very general use of 
the gasoline engine in place of horse 
power. This has enabled each farmer to 
till more land so that, in spite of a move- 
ment from the farms to the cities as rapid 
as one could reasonably expect to result 
from the unsatisfactory farm conditions, 
production on farms has not decreased. In 
addition to holding up the scale of pro- 
duction, the gasoline engine has also re- 


placed the horses and mules which former- ~ 


ly required an enormous acreage of crop 
land to produce feed for them, It is es- 
timated that the gasoline engine alone in 
these two ways, is responsible for 9 per 
cent of the crop acreage which is producing 
food and textiles for human use and this is 
probably larger than the shrinkage in pro- 
duction which would be necessary in order 
to wipe out all exportable surplus, with 
the possible exception of cotton. 

These are some of the problems and situ- 
ations which confront Congress in an en- 
deavor to work out some measures which 


will promise some relief where it is, no ° 


doubt, justifiable and at the same time ex- 
tend it without inflicting any grave injus- 
tice upon any other group of American 
citizens. 


He left for His disciples. And if Chris- 
tian unity meant so much to Jesus, should 
not all of us welcome every opportunity 
to promote the unity of the Spirit by 
helping to do away with at least some of 
the deplorable divisions which hinder His 
work in the world today? 

The proposed organic union of these 
three bodies is also directly in line with 
the program of our fathers who, in order 
to help realize their Lord’s great ideal of 
one flock and one shephered consistently 


gave real diligence to keep the unity of — 


the Spirit in the bond of peace with their 
(Continued on Page 24) 
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A REASONABLE FAITH 


Paul argued. Jesus never did. An encyclopedia of 
theology is comprised in that difference. Jesus did not need 
to argue. Nothing in the whole New Testament better than 
this fact casts an attesting light on the divineness of our 
Christ. It was a characteristic of His teaching manner 
which impressed those of His own time more than it im- 
presses us. This is what they meant when they said: “He 
teaches as one having authority—not like our scribes.” 
The scribes cited somebody else to certify what they pre- 
sented as truth and duty. Jesus spoke as one who, coming 
from the source of truth and duty, knew them on His own 
account—without proof, without reasonings, without de- 
bate. The crystal word by which He told men what to 
think of God and life was no other’s; it was His own— 
simple, spontaneous, underived, intrinsic, 

The word of Jesus had the exact substance of the word 
of a traveler appearing from a far country. When a look 
into the traveler’s eyes has proved him a true man, his re- 
port and witness must be received and believed—because he 
has been in that country and knows. No other human 
parallel explains so perfectly the implicit convincingness of 
what the Master said concerning things spiritual and 
heavenly. He spoke as one who had dwelt in that realm, 
a familiar citizen of the infinities. His mind was, as it 
were, a gallery brought down to earth to picture the living 
scenes of eternity. These He showed to men as being their 
own proof. 

How ingenuous then was our Lord’s instinctive feeling 
that the beautiful things He told about His Father in heaven 
needed no confirmation beyond His saying them. The mer- 
ciful goodness from above that feeds the sparrow and 
dresses the lily, the love that gave to the world the only 
begotten Son, the Eternal Spirit seeking the spiritual to 
worship Him, the Paradise of the saved whose precincts 
are hard by the threshold of today, the ever-living destiny 
of the human soul—these cosmic facts the Lord could not 
argue for any more than the pilgrim from the morning side 
of the mountain can argue for the sunrise. You might 
quickly tell, though, where the pilgrim dwelt when you 
heard him speak of the glory of the dawn. And it is be- 
cause the Lord Jesus spoke so simply and so lucently about 
things unseen and eternal that we are sure He came from 
God and went to God. 


But Paul, a man of like limitations with ourselves, had 
to argue. Great as he was in understanding of the king- 
dom, he yet found many tough and resisting problems to 
wrestle with. How valiantly he reasons through his per- 
plexities, set on “justifying the ways of God to man,” and 
yet dazed with more than one mystery dim to human ken. 
Tormented by “the blindness that happened to Israel,” his 
kinsfolk, he looks for comfort to the gospel blessing 
spreading meanwhile to all the world in order to bring in 
“fhe fullness of the Gentiles.” Anguished by the disheart- 
ening consciousness of the “different law in my members— 
that to me, who would do good, evil is present’”—the apostle 
none the less stoutly testified to all and sundry that despite 
“the body of this death” clinging to humanity, “the spirit 
is life because of righteousness.” Crowded compendiums 
of laboring logic, struggling with the harsh hardships of 
faith in a sin-beset and woe-infested world, are all of Paul’s 
epistles. Paul, as a thinking man in a world that thought 
has never solved, found himself at strenuous pains to make 
a religion which was all in all to his soul fit into his honest 
mind. 


So the apostle to the Gentiles was a great rationalist. 
How luckless the spiteful conceit that dismisses this word 
“rationalist” to be a supercilious synonym for infidel. 
Reasonings we shall indeed be done with when we are come 
to that time and place where this same apostle promises that 
we “shall know fully.” Then the knowledge of truth will, 
as ever with Jesus, be an immediate and intuitive recogni- 
tion, But awaiting that day, we must, not merely by privi- 
lege but as duty, continue faithfully to conform as best we 
can our conceptions of God and His will to what our un- 
trammeled minds can honestly call reasonable. It is a work 
of immense labor and of a responsibility still more im- 
mense. But we may not shirk it. A reasonable faith is the 
reasonable right of every reasonable child of God. 


All this seeking for the reason of things in God’s gospel 
and man’s response made Paul by necessity a philosopher. 
Every seeking for reasons is philosophy. What then was 
the type of Paul’s philosophy? He of course himself never 
named it; he was not consciously of any school. Neverthe- 
less in certain affinities he was something like Plato. Other 
trends carried him in the direction of Zeno the Stoic. But 
for his closest likeness, thinking now not of theologians, but 
of the distinctive followers of philosophy, the student of 
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In Pragmatism Will- 
viewed 


Paul must look to modern America. 
iam James, thinking religiously, rediscovered Paul, 
philosophically. Not by any means did Paul believe 
neither did William James—th nat “truth is any old thing 
that works.” But Paul knew that what worked—for the 
good of men and the perfecting of human character—must 


be true. Amid all studies and reasonings and arguments 
the Apostle clung to the supreme conviction of his whole 


apostolic life that One who could save him was surely the 
Prince of Truth and Love for all mankind. In the work 
done in himself Paul knew power, righteousness, spiritual 
fact, by the same direct cognition by which Jesus knew 
heavenly love and salvation and immortality. In the last 
analysis the deeds of Christ are Paul’s theology. 

—No.an R. Best. 


THE VISION OF PROTESTANT UNION 


Protestantism, originally born out of the rights of the 
individual to protest against abuses of a hierarchy in whose 
election or authority they had no say, has now reached a 
position where self-examination and analysis of her di- 
visions is imperative. This necessity is born of the changed 
conditions of modern life. Our social integration has ‘be- 
come so much more pronounced, our social pressure so 
much more intensified, and our social interdependence so 
much more insistent that the responsibilities and tasks of 
the Protestant Churches have expanded beyond the reason- 
able responses available, even on the part of the larger de- 
nominations. One would be very much disappointed in our 
own Church leadership if it did not sense, and attempt to 
remedy, the situation. The plan towards a United Church 
of America, in which our denomination shares, is a modest 
attempt to correct the failings of a divided Protestantism in 
so far as three smaller denominations are concerned. 

If people were still going to Church with marked regu- 
larity and intensity of interest, if theological interpretation 
and ecclesiastical organization awoke fervent reactions 
within the ranks of society at large, then this urgency for 
Church union might not be so pronounced. It is not that 
modern Protestants are opposed to differentiated types of 
believers and interpreters of The Word; it is rather an evi- 
dence of a growing sense of the futility of non-essential 
divisions among the denominations which have more in 
common than their former emphasis on differences would 
imply. It is a confession that the Protestant Churches in 
many communities are not organic and galvanic enough to 
change the prevailing conditions which surround them. It 
is a sign of health rather than one of decay that the leaders 
of the Churches feel this need of consolidation wherever 
prospects and conditions are reasonably favorable. 

A program of union requires of its constituents some- 
thing sufficiently akin to be understood, something suffici- 
ently different to provoke attention, and something suffici- 
ently great to command admiration. We should not 
expect perfection in any program, Anything possessing 
life has the perogative of being dangerous as well as 
virtuous. The positive value of the new move lies in the 
awakening of the people to a larger service among men. 
In the immediate past the Churches possessed a certain se- 
curity within their limited areas of thought and action. 
The immediate future, if efforts towards union prevail, will 
give no such assurance. A vital organism will battle to win 
against the dehumanizing influences surrounding it. 

Union among the smaller denominations, growing co- 
operation among all in every community and State, in order 
to overcome the prevailing trend towards specilization and 
mechanization of life,—this seems the rising vision of an 
increasing number of Christian people, and especially the 
younger part of the generation. Denominationalism has 
reached its zenith and must give way to this new impera- 
tive of union and co-operation in every community. It is 
the dawn of a new Christian consciousness in application to 
modern conditions and needs. It cannot be said that Pro- 
testantism is dying because of a lack of vision, if the sacri- 
ficial attitude of denominationalists is making headway be- 
fore this larger adventure of general good to communities. 
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There has never been a time when people are uniting with 
Churches everywhere so seldom for denominational reasons. 
The problem of the United Church is not to produce great 
individuals, but great societies. The vision of a new earth is 
upon the hearts of the denominations. 
—HeEnry Linrorp Krause, 
* OK Ox 


A DARK PICTURE 


“What Shall We Tell the Children?” This is the ques- 
tion frankly discussed in Harper’s Magazine for April by a 
New York mother, who confesses that her own parents 
seem to have been without religious convictions—at least, 
she was never sent to Sunday School or given religious in- 
struction. Now that she has a daughter of her own, she 
feels just about helpless in facing her parental duty. As 
for urging any religious motive, that she regards as worse 
than useless, for the “God- concept,” already nebulous in 
her own adolescence, has by now evaporated entirely, she 
thinks, and cannot be counted upon to influence youth at all. 
But in her own childhood, at least, girls could be told that 
“men don’t like that sort of thing.’ That had far more 
weight than the supposed opposition of an imaginary God. 
Today, however, even that inducement to decency and 
morality has been discarded. So this modern, sophisticated 
mother states the contemporary situation: 

“Tf the ancient taboos based upon the wrath of God no 
longer served our parents in the days of our youth, so their 
more pragmatic codes, which claimed material success as 
the reward of virtue and good taste, can no longer serve us 
who are the parents of today, It is idle to tell our adoles- 
cent daughters, even those who look forward to marriage 
as full-time careers, that men won't like them if they do 
certain things. All about them they can see older girls 
violating all the taboos and ending up in the odor of sanctity 
and orange blossoms with thoroughly eligible males. Those 
who look forward to careers outside of marriage are likely 
to answer this argument with ‘Well, what of it?’ All about 
them they see happy, useful single women living their own 
lives and having a good time. They know and we know 
that much of what was considered bad taste yesterday has 
become quite acceptable today.” 

In stating the dilemma of the modern parents, this metro- 
politan mother admits their bewilderment in the face of the 
fluctuating moral code and the anarchistic impulses of the 
flaming youth of these hectic days. She feels sure that 
“our empty Churches and our empty homes” are ample evi- 
dence of the folly of trying to “impose upon youth some 
ready-made code out of keeping with their time.” The 
young people are no longer interested, you see, in what 
many of them call “the old hokum.” (That “old hokum’’ 
includes the Ten Commandments and the rest of the Bible, 
in fact all that the Churches and the preachers stand for.) 

What, then, is the conclusion to which this mother 
comes? The best hope is in a “hands-off” policy, difficult 
as this may be even for the most modern and liberal par- 
ents. “Modern literature and psychology have impressed 
us with the dangers of too much interference, too close 
emotional attachments, too much mutual dependence in the 
relationship between parent and child.” It is best then to 
tell them frankly that we ourselves are puzzled by many of 
life’s problems, and we, like they, are trying to think and 
feel our way through to solutions which are socially work- 
able and individually satisfying. What does the advanced, 
and yet devoted, modern parent “day-dream of doing?” 
She puts it thus pithily: “To give our children the benefit 
of what life has taught us without curtailing their right to 
learn from life; to teach them the value of freedom with- 
out lessening their sense of responsibility toward other in- 
dividuals and the social group; to make them self-reliant 
and eventually self-supporting without inoculating them 
with the virus of success-worship; to make them fearless of 
life and whatever experience it may offer, while giving 
them discrimination and the courage to reject what is for- 
eign to them.” A big program, truly! Can anyone hope 
even to approximate to it with a “hands-off” policy? Is 
there any reason to suppose that a mother who starts with 
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such premises can attain to such an ideal? Well, this is her 
despairing cry at the end of the chapter: “Is it any wonder 
that in our wide-awake moments we are staggered by the 
job that confronts us or that in moments of weakness we 
may sometimes yearn for the days when a personal God was 
in His heaven, and when father laid down the law from the 
head of the table?” 

Quite so. Apart from religion, there is no deliverance 
from such “confusion worse confounded.” Somehow we 
must re-introduce the ‘“God-concept” into our homes, or 
we may as well surrender unconditionally. Let us be thank- 
ful that some parents and teachers still have faith to be- 
lieve that the Spirit of God has not ceased to influence the 
minds and hearts of youth, and that the good seed of truth 
sown in the lives of boys and girls will not return void, but 
will continue to bring forth fruit and accomplish that which 
God pleases. The situation is a hopeless one only for those 
who are without faith. 
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THE WET HYSTERIA 


Every day it is becoming more evident that the straight- 
forward appeal of President Hoover to good citizens, to- 
gether with the adoption of the stringent Jones Law, has 
driven the “wet” advocates into a sort of frenzy. The cam- 
paign of defiance of law was never quite so bold or offen- 
sive. Newspaper editors are going to amazing lengths in 
their efforts to create a furor by magnifying such incidents 
as the sinking of the law-defying rum-runner, “I’m Alone,” 
and the few casualties which are inseparable from a tight- 
ened enforcement activity on the part of sworn officers of 
the law. The sensational press of Great Britain, as well as 
of America, tries to distort such incidents into calamities of 
alarming potentiality, and, as usual, some influential people, 
who ought to put their talent to better uses, do their best 
to stir up opposition to the mandate of the Constitution and 
encourage in every possible way the violation of law. 

A number of lawyers in leading cities have secured front 
page publicity by a flamboyant announcement that they have 
banded themselves together to give their legal service, free 
of cost, to bootleggers, with the assurance that they will use 
their influence to procure acquittal even though the jury 
that acquits them may be committing perjury in doing so. 
An influential New York editor, Mr. Charles H. Betts, is 
unsparing in his denunciation of this conspiracy to defend 
criminals who violate the supreme law of the land. Under 
the Jones Law the court can punish any violator of the 18th 
Amendment and the Volstead Act according to his crime. 
ranging all the way from $100 fine and one day in jail, to 
$10,000 fine and five years in jail. Mr. Betts wants the 
“eminent” lawyers who profess to believe that there is great 
danger to the personal liberty of the criminal in this federal 
statute, aimed to punish commercialized bootleggers and 
millionaire conspirators against the Constitution, to point 
out just where this danger to personal liberty is to be found, 
unless the courts cannot be trusted. He thinks the attitude 
of these lawyers is not only unbecoming and an unwar- 
ranted reflection upon the judiciary, but adds: “This is the 
first time in our history that lawyers have felt it their duty 
to volunteer their services in advance to defend a certain 
class of criminals, and thereby invite those criminals to 
continue their criminal conduct by violation of the Con- 
stitution and the law of the land. These lawyers will dis- 
cover that an intelligent, law-abiding, civilized people will 
not look with favor upon their conception of ethics, of 
morals or of patriotism.” The Christian Century kindly 
suggests as suitable names for these lawyers something like 
this: “Rum Runners Relief Association” or “Society for 
the Promotion of the Whiskey Rebellion.” 

However, these lawyers are obviously regarded as great 
heroes by such men as Dr. John A. Ryan, one of the best- 
known leaders of the Roman Catholic Church, who fumes 
at the President of the United States for his “admonition 
and censure” to law violators, and emphatically denies the 
President’s assumption that Constitutional mandates are 
morally obligatory. Indeed, Dr. Ryan goes so far as to say 


that the very nature of Constitutional Prohibition “clearly 
deprives it of all claims to respect by liberty-loving citizens 
and believers in the democratic principle.” The untforgiv- 
able offense committed in the 18th Amendment, according to 
Dr. Ryan, is the fact that it is a legislative statute, and in 
his eyes it is “a kind of blasphemy and a very real hypoc- 
risy” to invoke “the will of the people” and similar slogans 
on behalf of the Prohibition laws. He contends that since 
neither the 18th Amendment nor the Volstead Act forbids 
the purchase of intoxicating liquors, there is no definite 
legal obligation upon the citizens to refrain from such pur- 
chases, and he therefore refuses absolutely to accept Presi- 
dent Hoover’s attempt ‘‘to convey the impression that honest 
men and women are under some vague and general con- 
straint of civic decency to refrain from purchasing or con- 
suming intoxicating liquors.” Since, as he admits, repeal 
or even modification of the law seems impossible, at least 
for a long time to come, what course is open to these “super- 
patriots” who “detest the tyranny and toryism of national 
Prohibition?” Dr, Ryan tells them, as a religious leader, 
that they are “not utterly powerless to remove or mitigate 
the abomination.” (He evidently holds the same low opinion 
of Prohibition as the late Mr. Raskob). This is what Pro- 
fessor Ryan advises: “They can continue to denounce the 
anti-democratic character of the 18th Amendment and the 
enormous evils that it has inflicted on American society. 
They can continue to demand referendums on modification 
and repeal. Jf they buy liquor, they can feel assured that 
they are violating no civil law; if they make and keep it for 
their own use, they need have no fear that they are trans- 
gressing any moral law. They can derive consolation and 
courage from the reflection that they are battling for funda- 
mental democracy, for majority rule, for the vanquishment 
of fanaticism, intolerance and toryism, for security against 
prohibition of tobacco, against the Puritan Sabbath, against 
compulsory birth control for the poor, against sterilization 
for ‘social inadequates,’ and against all the other tyrannies 
that the selfrighteous and superior sections of our popula- 
tion would impose upon their ‘inferior’ fellow-citizens.” 


Here we come to what is most probably our greatest 
peril—the incitement of our citenzry to the defiance of 
law by the influential social and religious leaders of our 
time on the ground that these thirsty violators of a law they 
do not like are thus imitating the heroes of the past who 
“fought, bled and died” for the sacred liberties of mankind. 
It is a peril so great that we must not hesitate to face it 
unflinchingly. Such men as Dr. Ryan succeed at least in 
giving comfort to the enemy. In the end, however, their 
brand of dangerous casuistry cannot prevail in America. 


* * x 


CATERING TO MORONS 


“T am no lover of musical comedy, which seems to me the 
entertainment of persons suffering from mental debility, 
sheer witlessness, or such fatigue or idleness that it scarcely 
matters whether they see a play or go to bed.” This is the 
devastating comment of an eminent dramatic critic and 
playwright, St. John Ervine. It is, of course, an indictment 
of the so-called “tired business man,’ who is supposed to 
occupy the front seat at all musical comedies; but as it is 
shown that the majority of those who attend these shows 
is feminine, it is also a verdict against the “witless” women 
who “just dote” upon this form of entertainment. 

If this critic were writing about the movies, he would 
doubtless agree that a large percentage of the film scena- 
rios are of about the same intellectual and moral stature as 
these inane “musical” shows. And yet together they con- 
stitute the chief “mental pabulum” of millions, and are 
probably the most popular forms of diversion in our coun- 
try today. Those inclined to worry about the future have 
real ground for an argument here. Why is there so little 
attempt to provide entertainment suitable for adults? Are 
the great mass of people regarded as children or morons? 
And is this estimate of their mental and spiritual impov- 
erishment justified ? 
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“ONE DAY” 


How much is in a newspaper? That depends, to be sure, 
on the newspaper. Some seem to contain very little beside 
the ‘‘ads.”” But few folks realize that we have some news- 
papers in our country of which every issue contains as 
much as a good sized book. The Philadelphia Evening 
Bulletin, one of the best edited and most widely circulated 
dailies in America, has done a unique thing in publishing 
in book form the contents of a single issue of that paper, 
the Night Extra Edition of June 4, 1928, which was slightly 
below the Bulletin’s normal size. Omitting all advertise- 
ments, it contains 102.48 columns of news, editorials, pic- 
tures and reading matter of all kinds. It will amaze many 
to know that this gives us a volume of 307 pages. It seems 
a stupendous amount of reading for two cents, and is a 
striking revelation of the lavishness with which things are 
done in a modern newspaper plant, and the small army ot 
men and women required to produce one of our great 
dailies. It should help us to appreciate more fully such an 
excellent journal. 


It suggests, too, how much the subscribers of a weekly 
Church paper are getting for their money. The MESSENGER, 
for example, provides for the small subscription price of 
$2.50 between 1,300 and 1,400 pages of reading matter in 
a year. Some good mathematician may be able to figure 
out how many volumes that would make, if put into book 


form. We are thankful to the Bulletin for the suggestion. 
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PROPOSING TWO LAWS FOR AMERICANS 


An astute gentleman from across the sea who has been 
viewing American life and manners rather intimately dur- 
ing the past year, especially in the metropolis, is moved to 
write: “I have followed an old habit of mine and walked 
often in the streets. There is no other method of becoming 
familiar with a city. People who motor everywhere never 
see or learn anything of the places through which they 
motor. And what can be known by subway prowlers? 
New Yorkers do not walk enough. If I am ever made dic- 
tator of this country, I shall pass a law obliging every man 
and woman to walk five miles every day, and another for- 
bidding any adult to attend more than one conference or 
committee a week, Heaven, perhaps, knows what people 
here are everlastingly conferring on, or what it is they are 
committing, but I don’t; and when I do not understand a 
thing, I forbid it.” 


Such friendly jibes ought to do us good. It is a fact 
that the multiplication of motor cars, trolleys and other 
easily accessible means of transportation is making walk- 
ing quite a lost art for many folks, and millions of legs in 
America are in danger of becoming atrophied through dis- 
use. Doubtless such an edict as is proposed would, if it 
could be enforced, add much to the good health of our peo- 
ple. At the present time few of us, except the mailmen, 
walk as much as we should. This failure is robbing us of 
vitality and robustness, and also blinding us to the proper 
appreciation of God’s beautiful out-of-doors. 


You have doubtless heard of the American business man 
who complained bitterly about the rapid growth of his busi- 
ness. The constant increase in the number of good custom- 
ers made him so busy, he grumbled, that it was no longer 
possible to attend all the conferences and committee meet- 
ings in which he was interested. Doubtless his case was an 
exaggerated one; but who does not know that some men 
today are so loaded with appointments of this nature that 
serious attention to the main business is next to impossible ? 
The rule of “one a week” would be a godsend to many a 
harassed soul. 
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The Parables of Safed the Sage 
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THE PARABLE OF HOW THE PHYSICIAN HEAL- 
ETH HIMSELF 


I have a friend who is a Famous Physician. And he no 
longer dealeth out Prescriptions, but writeth a Syndicate 
Column in Many Newspapers, and testifieth in Important 
Cases, and is know as a Great Authority, And we sate at 
meat together. 

And he said, I have returned from a Journey, to my 
Native State. 

And I said, I hope they shewed thee a Great Time. 

And he said, They were disposed to do so. But the 
Flu broke out, and nearly everybody had it. And the Ethi- 
opians on the Plantation were down with it. And the 
Doctors were overworked. And I had to take hold and 
Practice Medicine, which I have not lately done. 

And I said, How much Medicine didst thou givé for the 
Flu? 

And he said, None whatever, but I could not keep my 
Patients from taking it. 

And I said, I am sure that they, knowing how eminent 
thou art in thy Profession, expected thee to give them Pills 
as large as Goose eggs. 

And he said, I am confident they now think I am an over- 
rated man. 

And I said, Thou didst say unto thy Patients, Go to Bed, 
keep warm, eat lightly but adequately, cast Physick unto the 
dogs who will show their Good Sense by leaving it alone, 
and let Nature have free course and be glorified. 

And he said, | am glad to discover how faithfully thou 
dost read My Column. 

And I said, But what is the Doctor to do, now that he 
hath no such reliance on Pills as he once had, and is more 
sure that Nature will do well if not too much impeded ? 

And he said, We do not wholly disregard Medicine. There 
still be a very few Drugs which we are confident we may 
use and do more good than harm about Fifty-one per cent 
of the time. But we deplore the Medicine Habit. 

And I said, I am too polite a man to inquire of thee, 
Who taught the people the Medicine Habit ? 

And he said, I also might ask of thee embarrassing ques- 
tions. 

And I said, Alas, we sometimes grow hot under the collar 
because the people give so little heed unto our teachings, 
but I am impressed in my own Profession no less than thine 
with the fact that people sometimes pay Too Much Heed 
to what we tell them, and accept for Gospel Truth that 
which we ourselves are Not Any Too Sure About. 

And he said, There is a time and a place for all things; 
and there is a time for Medicine. But most people’ who 
take Medicine take too much, and the best that Medicine can 
do is to counteract some of our own Abnormality and let 
Nature do her perfect work, 

And I said, Both Physicians and Philosophers have some 
reason to deplore the fact that people think them wiser than 
they know themselves to be. 

And he said, At least we can refrain from thinking that 
we know very much; for we do not. 

And I said, How then shall the Physician heal himself, 
as in all ages he hath been challenged to do? 

And he said, The physician must heal himself, and he 
doeth it mainly by letting other people take his Medicine. 

And I said, I have a little Private Decalogue, wherein 
one Commandment is, Thou shalt not take thyself Too 
Seriously. 
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How the Name “Protestant” Originated 


BY PROFESSOR PHILIP VOLLMER, PH. D., D. D. 


On April 19th of this year it will be 400 
years since the name ‘‘Protestant’’ origi- 
nated as the common designation of all 


non-Catholic Christians. 
ago a magnificent Church was dedicated 
at Speyer in the Palatinate in memory of 


the event, and in this ‘‘Protestation- 
Church’? the chief celebration of the 400th 
anniversary of the birth of Protestantism 


About 40 years 


Aprit 11, 1929 


will be held, on Pentecost, May 19th and 
20th. But throughout the Protestant 
world, similar service should also be held 
on some Sunday in the spring or summer, 
in which the vital principles of Protest- 
antism ought to be explained and their re- 
ligious and political importance stressed. 


The events in the progress of the Re- 
formation which led up to ‘‘The Protest 
of Speyer,’’ were as follows: At the Diet 
of Worms in 1521 it was decided to outlaw 
Luther and to stop the whole reformation 
movement by force. But as at that time 
the German Emperor, Charles V, was at 
war with France, the Turks and the Pope, 
and needed the help of the evangelical 


princes, this edict was not strictly en- 
forced. At the first Diet of Speyer, in 
1526, the influence of the evangelical 


group was so strong that a resolution was 
even passed to give to each prince discre- 
tionary power to act in the matter of the 
edict of Worms as he thought best. This 
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was a great victory for the progress of 
the Reformation. 

But when in, 1529, the second Diet of 
Speyer convened, conditions were less 
favorable for the evangelicals. For the 
first time since the Diet of Worms the 
Romanists were in a decided majority, and 
as the Emperor had triumphed in his wars 
and had no further need of evangelical 
help, his brother, Ferdinand, who repre- 
sented him, insisted that the resolution of 
the Diet of 1526 be rescinded and that the 
edict of Worms be henceforth strictly en- 
forced. This meant that the progress of 
the Reformation must stop, the mass must 
be tolerated everywhere and the jurisdie- 
tion and revenues of the bishops must be 
everywhere restored. This meant the 
deathknell of the Reformation. Stormy 
sessions followed. But as Ferdinand was 
deaf to all appeals, the evangelical party 
presented a solemn ‘‘protest’’ against the 
resolutions of the Catholic majority, in 
which they had declared that they would 
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strictly adhere to the liberal decisions of 
the Diet of 1526 and that they demanded 
the speedy calling of a general Church 
Council and of a German National As- 
sembly for the abolition of the universally 
admitted abuses in the Church. This 
famous historical document was signed by 
6 princes and the representatives of 14 
free cities and was presented to the Diet 
on April 19, 1529. Because of this act the 
friends of the Reformation were nick- 
named ‘‘Protestants,’? but this name of 
reproach soon became, and is today, a name 
of honor and distinction. 


Good reading matter on this glorious 
event may be found in all larger Church 
histories, in reliable encyclopedias, especi- 
ally the Schaff-Herzog ‘‘New Encyclo- 
pedia of Religious Knowledge,’’ in Hast- 
ings ‘‘Eneyeclopedia of Religion and 
Ethies,’’?’ and in ‘*‘The Reformation a 
Liberating Foree,’? by Philip Vollmer, 
Chapter IIT. 


What Will Hoover Do? 


At last Prohibition has a vigorous and 
outstanding defender in the person of the 
President of the United States. Since its 
inception, Prohibition has needed moral 
support from the White House. This it has 
not had in the past in any real sense, Pro- 
hibition has succeeded exceptionally well 
despite this lack, but with such support it 
would have succeeded immeasurably bet- 
ter. 


Prohibition came in the administration 
of Woodrow Wilson and from him had 
official, but only half-hearted support. De- 


spite statements to the contrary, he was not 
opposed to Prohibition, but he certainly 
did not give it his vigorous approval. The 
Great War and the Peace Treaty of Ver- 
sailles were the all absorbing issues just 
then, leaving little time to consider this 
matter. 

Prohibition had its real beginning in 
the administration of Presidents Harding 
and Coolidge and both of them seemed to 
be satisfied with platitudes about law en- 
forcement in general. No one will doubt 
the personal observance of the Prohibition 
law on the part of Mr. Coolidge, but the 
fact remains that during his six years in 
the presidency, he at no time made it a 
major matter of consideration and never 
issued a clarion call to the country to 
support it. With all of the constant wet 
propaganda against it, Prohibition had no 
greater need than vigorous and outspoken 
support in high places, particularly the 
Presidency. 

Jn the ten minutes follow:ng his inaugu- 
ration, President Herbert Hoover said 
more in support of the great national 
policy of prohibiting the liquor traffic than 
has ever been said by any President at any 
time. He did not evade. He recognized 
the issue. He put it first in his inaugural. 
As though to give redoubled emphasis to 
the message to his countrymen, at the close 
of his inauguraal oath, he leaned over the 
Bible and kissed the well known eighteenth 
verse of the twenty-ninth chapter of Pro- 
verbs—‘ Where there is no vision, the peo- 
ple perish; but he that keepeth the law, 
happy is he.’’ 

Of course, in a very real way, Herbert 
Hoover had a greater mandate from the 
people on this issue than any of his pre- 
decessors. From the standpoint of Pro- 
hibition, the Democratic nomination of 
Governor Smith now appears as a blessing. 
The issue was thus forced, and strategi- 
cally as well as sincerely, Mr. Hoover was 


(Prohibition’s First Real Chance) 
BY CARLTON M. SHERWOOD 


placed on the dry side. There is no doubt 
about his belief in Prohibition or his un- 
derstanding of the truth that the Prohibi- 
tion issue was the most important one in 
the minds of the people in the election con- 
test. He has clearly recognized that he 
has more than a perfunctory obligation to 
defend it. 


One answer to the questioning title of 
this article is clear, President Hoover will 
certainly do something! It is not like him 
to wait in the presence of vital issues for 
something to turn up; he will turn some- 
thing up himself. His very nature makes 
watchful waiting impossible. He is a man 
of action. It need not be dogmatically 
stated that he will always do wisely, but 
do he will. 


Furthermore, Herbert Hoover sincerely 
wishes to solve this problem. He has ex- 
pressed himself as believing that Prohibi- 
tion ‘is an experiment, noble in purpose,’’ 
““enacted for the protection of the Ameri- 
can home,’’ and that he ‘‘ wishes it to suc- 
Geedi 


There also stands a powerful poLtical 
factor. If Mr. Hoover does not solve the 
problem of Prohibition law observance and 
enforcement to a reasonable, though not 
necessarily perfect, degree, he will not be 
re-elected for a second term. This may 
seem to be a dogmatic and long range as- 
sertion, but it represents an earnest con- 
viction. As an ardent supporter of Mr. 
Hoover, we venture the statement that no 
matter how brilliant or successful his ad- 
ministration may be in other respects, if he 
does not reasonably solve the Prohibition 
problem, he is through politically. Such 
are the fates! But we believe that he will 
win. 

In our judgment, Herbert Hoover will do 
again and again what he did in his inaugu- 
ral address in bringing the vital import- 
ance of this question to the mind and heart 
of all the people. In his first message, 
President Hoover drove home the fact that 
“it takes two to make a bootlegger,’’ to 
use the searching phrase of Professor Hor- 
ace D. Taft, brother of the Chief Justice 
of the United States. Already there is a 
new conscience abroad in the land on the 
matter. Many more or less neutral indi- 
viduals who were left cold by appeals of 
temperance bodies or lesser personages 
have caught the implication and challenge 
of the President’s inaugural appeal. He 


undoubtedly will need, to speak several 
times, emphasizing one phase and another 
of this question. 

He begins by urging obedience because 
it is the law. If he continues, he will need 
to emphasize obedience not alone because 
it is the law, but because it is a good law. 
Both emphases are important. 

The President’s plan for a law enforee- 
ment commission will consider the entire 
question of crime and judicial procedure 
and not solely Prohibition. The President 
has done well to state his conviction that 
crime increase and allied problems are due 
only in limited part to Prohibition. Masses 
of the people will begin to understand that 
the laying of all the evils and problems of 
American life at the door of Prohibition is 
simply wet propaganda that has no basis 
in truth. 

With thorough Hoover efficiency, the 
President will appoint his law enforcement, 
commission and will not expect it to de- 
cide whether Prohibition or any other law 
is good or bad. He will expect the commis- 
sion to assume like himself that. the law, 
being written, has thus been previously 
decided and approved by the American 
people, and-that the only question involved 
is how to make it more effective. That is 
much different than the wet press has tried 
to make it appear. Propaganda has con- 
siderably emphasized the opinion that the 
President’s commission would undertake 
to decide whether Prohibtion was to be or 
not to be. 


The President has already indicated that 
he expects to have Congress transfer the 
Prohibition enforcement bureau from the 
Treasury Department to the Department 
of Justice under the Attorney-General. 
There is precedent for the bureau being 
where it is now, in the Treasury Depart- 
ment, but after ten years of trial, it is 
undoubtedly the overwhelming opinion of 
thoughtful leaders who have studied the 
matter that the enforcement bureau can 
be much more effective in the Department 
of Justice. There is now divided author- 
ity. In the Treasury Department the regu- 
lations are issued, violations and evidence 
sought out. The prosecution is in the De- 
partment of Justice. There is a unity 
lacking in the present program which must 
be remedied. 

The President has appointed as his At- 


torney-General, William D. Mitchell, of 
Minnesota, formerly Solicitor-General of 
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United States, a man of high character and 
brilliant legal gifts. He has won the con- 
stant admiration of the Justices of the 


Supreme Court of the United States in his 
appearances before that body, He believes 
in Prohibition. Whether, from an adminis- 
trative or an executive point of view, he 


is of the type and temperament to put 
drive into the enforcement program re- 


mains to be seen. His program is awaited 
with interest and hope. 

The larger responsibility, however, does 
not rest in the person of the Attorney- 
General, but at last belongs to President 
Hoover. He’has made Prohibition enforce- 
ment his program. An Attorney-General 


or a Prohibtion Commissioner may come or 
go, but the President must stand before 
the nation as the responsible officer for the 
execution of its laws. Thus; in the last 
analysis, the wisdom or unwisdom of this 
or that detail and change in the enforce- 
ment program is relatively unimportant. 
No one can imagine Herbert Hoover 
tolerating either corruption or inaction in 
the Prohibition Bureau or any _ other 
branch of the government. If he could, 
then his past record is built upon sand and 


the belief in Hoover efficiency is un- 
founded. 

Herbert Hoover must ‘‘deliver the 
goods’’ on this law or else deny the laws 


of his own being. The compulsion upon 
him is even more internal than external, 

What, then, is the duty of those citizens 
who believe in Prohibition? First, to trust 
and believe in President Hoover and give 
him a fair chance to start on this matter. 
Next, not to overwhelm him with advice 
or to criticise him too quickly on minor 
matters. This does not eliminate friendly 
criticism on vital matters, but it does pre- 
clude hasty and petulant criticism on tri- 
vial questions. He may not always do the 
wise thing, but it is our conviction he will 
always do what he believes to be the right 
thing. Let us ‘‘have faith in Herbert 
Hoover.’’ 


The Pastor’s Salary—Local or National Guarantee? 


WARREN H. WILSON, D. D., New York City 


Director of Department of the Country Church, Presbyterian Church in U.S. A. 


Protestant Churches depend on the pas- 
tor. He is the unit of power and the 
spring of ideas and methods. This is not 
said to be flattering, but every adminis- 
trator knows, as I do, that the big offices 
of Secretaries and Bishops in Protestant- 
ism merely handle the material that comes 
out of the pastors’ hands and minds, 

Yet the Protestant Church leaves the 
pastor to wrestle his own salary. He is 
like the Western farm-hand whom one en- 
counters on California roads with his bed- 
ding-roll on his back. He has to take care 
of his own economie interests. I want to 
propose that the Protestant denominations 
shall each undertake, as a national body, 
to secure the salary for the pastor. This 
is done in the British Isles by the Free 
Churches very generally. We are a richer 
nation; we pride ourselves on our adminis- 
tration; and we should do it even better, 
—as a fact we do it much worse. 

There is no information about what pas- 
tors get. Each denomination can add up 
and average its alleged salaries as known 
to the headquarters. The result is an ex- 
hibit of a deficit salary. Few  denomina- 
tions pay their pastor an average of $1,800 
a year, yet the United States and the 
State Commissions which have investi- 
gated the standard of living declare that 
a mechanic or clerk has to have more than 
$2,000 to live decently in this country. So 
that by their own showing the Protestant 
denominations are starving their average 
minister. I suppose the fact is that he 
uses his financial wits and scrapes to- 
gether something on the side in most eases, 
or pitying friends remember him in gifts 
of which the Bishops and Secretaries know 
nothing, so that he fares pretty decently. 
Tt must be admitted that few pastors go to 
the poorhouse. 

The trouble is we get our statistics from 
the men. If the Bishops and Secretaries 
would go to the women, having first de- 
vised a schedule to record humiliations, fur- 
tive devices, expedients, patches. econo- 
mies, sacrifices, second-hand clothes, de- 
pendence on relatives, and the like, they 
would publish a different story in the Year 
Books. Once in a while a woman writes 
for the public print from a rural parson- 
age, and when she does she tells the story 
of the pastor’s salary as the Year Books 
do not te’l it. 

The fact is that Protestant administra- 
tion does not exist. No Protestant denomi- 
nation administers its business of sustain- 
ing Bishops and Presiding Elders with 
whieh T am not yew coneerned. The Bishops 
and Presiding Elders get their full salary 
from the administration. Similarly the 
other Protestant bodies of the Reformed 
and Presbyterian type pay their Board See- 
retaries, stenographers, pastor-evangelists 
and superintendents, a full salary; when 
they employ Sunday School missionaries, 
when they employ physicians, nurses, or 


school teachers, these persons all get a full 
salary; but when the ordinary Protestant 
body approaches, as a denomination, the 
task of hiring a pastor to preach the Gos- 
pel, a task for which the denomination ex- 
ists, they give them a ‘‘grant-in-aid.’’ 
Protestant administration says to the pas- 
tor: ‘‘You get your own salary. For a 
year or two we will give you $100 or more, 
but you must learn to get along without 
that. This is a big country and everybody 
is rich here, so that in time your people 
will support you.’’ 


STEPS 


Tramp, tramp, tramp.... 
The ceaseless myriad feet 
Pass through Jerusalem’s gate! 
Running steps, 

Hurried steps, 

Measured steps, 

Angry steps, 

Steps that busy sound, 

Steps that leap and bound! 


Tramp, tramp, tramp.... 
The plodding Master’s feet 
Press on to Calvary! 
Aching steps, 

Broken steps, 

Thoughtful steps, 

Mighty steps, 

Steps that shake the skies, 
Steps Creator underlies! 


Tramp, tramp, tramp.... 
The solemn bruised feet 
Bear Crucified to rest! 
There alone, 

Lying prone, 

To atone 

On the stone 

Hard-as crystal will of God, 
Soft as broken clay or sod! 


Tramp, tramp, tramp.... 

The tomb and open door 

Through which life’s shadows pour! 
Master’s steps, 

Lover’s steps, 

Children’s steps, 

Human steps, 

Steps that naught of darkness fear, 
For lo! immortal hope is here! 


—Henry Linford Krause. 


This is called the ‘‘Method of Self-Sup- 
port.’? It did very well in pioneer days 
as a guess at the administration of Home 
Missions in the fertile Western prairies 
where the communities could be expected 
soon to prosper. We know better now. On 
the richest lands of Illinois and Iowa the 
Boards of Home Missions are paying 
grants to Churches in the open country, 


in the villages, and on the rims of cities 
in their down-town areas. Self-support does 
not come to the denomination—it comes to 
some congregations, In my denomination, 
administration undes this principle is like 
pushing water up-hill. We have just as 
many Churches dependent on the Boards 
now as we had at any time in the past 
one hundred years. Some of them have 
been getting a grant for ten, some for 
twenty, some for forty, and a few in 
Southeastern Pennsylvania for one hun- 
dred years. Would it not be well to re- 
consider the denomination’s administra- 
tion of the pastor’s salary, or, if not, to 
take new thought of the problem and 
recognize that we are out of the mission- 
ary days? 

My proposals are three: First, that we 
study the standard of living of the Pro- 
testant minister in America, This must 
be made by one of the endowed Founda- 
tions, for it is a task too big for any de- 
nomination. The Federal Council should 
secure a reliable study of what it costs a 
man with a wife and three children de- 
pendent on him to preach the Gospel in 
America. They should state how much 
this man should be paid. My guess is that 
they will say he cannot do it on Jess than 
$2,500, plus a parsonage, and in some 
places an auto mileage. If this guess is 
correct, the minister in the poorest section 
of the United States should have nearly 
$3,000 per year to live on. So long as no- 
body knows better than I do, I fear no 
contradiction. 

Second, American Bishops and Secre- 
taries should study the British method of 
sustaining the pastor; it is a eountry 
Church method, founded originally, as de- 
nominational policies usually are, upon a 
study of the rural Church. Thomas Chal- 
mers in Scotland devised the method which 
so many denominations now use. By this 
method every pastor is paid a flat uniform 
subsidy. It is the first payment toward his 
salary. 

He receives it on two conditions: (1) 
that the congregation over which he is in- 
stalled pay him a salary determined by 
the denomination as a whole, (2) that his 
congregation pay back to the Fund 
(usually called a ‘Central Fund’’) an an- 
nual payment which is fixed according to 
the ability of that congregation. This 
Fund is not benevolence, but is in the na- 
ture of banking; it is a kind of deposit. 
The poor Church pays a small deposit, and 
the rich Church a big one; but the pastor 
of every Church gets the same payment. 
The beauty of this method is that it works, 
and that it transfers to the local econgre- 
gation the problem of whether it is going 
to survive or perish. After missionary 
days that problem belongs with no Board, 
no Secretary, and no Bishop,—it belongs 
with the congregation itself. 

Third, my suggestion is of something ~ 
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that we ourselves can do in these Protest- 
ant offices. Let us use this British method 
for those Churches now dependent on the 
Boards which we eall ‘Going work.’? In 
times of deficit like the present, we have 
to cut off ‘‘New work,’’ that is, mission- 
ary extension, and sustain ‘‘Going work,’’ 
that is, dependent worthy Churches which 
no one but the Home Mission Board will 
sustain. My suggestion is that each denomi- 
nation create a Central Fund for its non- 
missionary Churches that have a continu- 
ing dependence on the Board. Let us give 
them a flat grant, the same in all cases. 
Let us require them to pay their pastor a 


8. S. Empress of Australia, 
February 1, 1929. 
Java 

We are now in the very heart of the 
tropics. Perhaps nowhere can be seen such 
cultivated tropical profusion and variety as 
in Java. It is the richest of Holland’s 
provinces. While its area is no larger 
than the State of New York, its population 
is four times greater, Yet it is not over- 
crowded. Nowhere do its 40,000,000 people 
seem to be congested; and they have all 
the work they care to do. They are a con- 
tented, gentle, peaceable, smiling people. 
Batavia, with its 240,000 inhabitants, has 
all the marks of a rich, prosperous eity. 
Weltevreden, the adjoining suburb, is far 
more attractive than any city in the 
mother country. The avenues and streets 
are shaded by tamarind and plane trees, 
and the large, well-built homes are beauti- 
fully environed by palm-crowned gardens. 
But I had little time for Batavia and its 
urban attractions. Wih many of our 
Cruise family I preferred to see the island 
of Java; its towns, villages, mountains, 
marvellously rich soil, its abundant field 
and forest products, and its people. * * * * 
My companion, Mr. Snyder, of Waynes- 
boro, Pa., and I, in an Hssex Super Six, 
with a careful and skillful Malay chauf- 
feur, spent four days motoring 450 miles 
over good roads, seeing the larger and bet- 
ter part of the island. Never have I 
‘done’? any foreign country with greater 
comfort and satisfaction. Much of our 
drive was at an altitude averaging from 
1,000 to 3,000 feet, and an average temper- 
ature of 80 degrees. The highest recorded 
temperature of Java is 97 degrees. We 
ean beat that in our eastern cities in July 
and August by seven degrees. In Ban- 
doeng I met a citizen who informed me 
that in April it is very cold; that ‘‘at 
times we must sleep under a blanket.’’ 
* * * * Wour hundred years of Dutch con- 
trol of Java will explain the thrift and 
industry everywhere apparent. Also the 
cleanliness for which Holland is famous. 
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salary, determine its minimum by the de- 
nominational authority, and let us require 
them to pay to the Fund an amount 
measured by their ability. If they cannot 
do these two things, let them go out of ex- 
istence. 


These continuing dependents of the 
Home Mission Board are in the way of 
doing Home Mission work for which the 
Boards were established. The Board has 
to sustain them because the denomination 
neglects its administrative duty. The 
whole body ought to undertake to adminis- 
ter the salary of the pastor. If we are not 


Travel Notes 


DR. JOHN CALVIN BOWMAN 


The streets, highways, and yards are all 
clean. Even in front of the one or two- 
roomed shacks by the roadside no litter 
is seen. Nor is there any brush on the 
wayside to obstruct one’s view. It is kept 
as clean as our lawns; the grass is cut 
down to within three inches of the earth. 
** * * But Holland does not deserve all 
the credit for the cleanliness of Java. The 
rain keeps it washed clean. And it does 
rain in Java, The fall ranges in various 
parts of the island from 50 to 150 inches 
a year. Some places record 220 days out 
of the year. Generally only a few hours 
daily, from four o’elock to sunset, and 
often throughout the night. No wonder 
Java is clean and fresh. The, soil, the 
rain, the tropical heat, together with 
Dutch management, have made Java just 
what it is—one of the most fertile and 
productive countries in the world. * * * * 
I should like to describe at length the 
principal cities and towns we visited; 
their splendid hotels; their quiet, efficient 
bare-footed waiters, clad in white suits 
and white gloves; the spacious well- 
furnished rooms; the big beds (the one I 
last slept in was 8 by 10 feet) and the 
blaring American jazz, served during the 
dinner hour. But the distances between 
the next two ports are short, as is my time 
for writing. I must, however, at least 
make record of the places we visited on 
our excursion through Java, if for no 
other purpose than for my personal refer- 
ence. Surely not for your remembrance. 
Buitenzorg is important as the capital of 
Java and the official residence of the Gov- 
ernor General, who is paid an annual sal- 
ary of $75,000. Much too much. Then, 
too, adjoining the city is the botanical 
Gardens, ‘‘the most extensive collection of 
trees and plants in any tropical botanical 
garden.’’ It takes two hours to walk 
through the main roadway (you may not 
ride), arched by the branches of the Kan- 
ary trees 100 feet above the ground. The 
Garden contains nearly every variety of 
palm trees; flowers of almost infinite vari- 
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ready now to do our duty by every pastor, 
let us do our duty by these marginal 
Churches which are between the status of 
Missions and that of supporting congrega- 


tions. Probably the levels of salary in the 
whole denomination would be lifted if 
these marginal Churches and their pastors 
could be administered by the denomina- 
tions. It is done now by the Mission Board 
on a method suited to another kind of 
work. My suggestion is that these 


Churches be administrated by a method 
suited to their condition. This, I think, 
is the best thing we can now do for lifting 
the level of the salary in America. 


ety; orchids of several hundred kinds; 
trees bearing fruits of which I have never 
heard, and do not hanker to taste again. 
But I find myself deseribing it after all. 
* * * * So, to hasten on lest I miss my 
boat. From Buitenzorg we motored 32 
miles through a forest of trees and vari- 
colored long and broad-leafed plants to 
Soekaboei; thence onward 66 miles to Ban- 
doenng, via Pengalengan, Lembang and 
Dago, and, through the clouds, getting a 
glimpse of the extinct voleano—Tangkoe- 
banprahoe. Be sure to remember the 
names. What I care most to remember is 
the ride of 74 miles to Garoet the many 
thousand acres of rice plots; seeing its cul- 
ture from the seedling to the harvesting, 
of which there are three crops annually. 
Then, on the same drive, many miles of 
tea plants; and at intervals groves of 
bananas and fields of pineapples; large 
rubber plantations; cinchona trees of 
which Java has the monopoly, furnishing 
99 per cent of the quinine used by the 
world’s population. Enroute we passed 
through many villages of thatched huts, 
in some instances 15 children in a family. 
Most of the people are Malays; a consider- 
able number of Hindus, and Chinese, who 
are the money-making merchantmen. There 
is also a small proportion of Europeans. 
Eighty per cent of the native population 
are farmers. Their life is as simple as 
can be imagined. The cost of maintenance 
is only a few cents a day. In Java there 
is religious liberty, without any disturb- 
ing conflict. Ninety per cent of the na- 
tives are Mohammendans, nominally. 
Others are classed under the Reformed 
Duteh Church and Roman Catholic, with 
600 missionary workers of various denomi- 
nations. * * * * On the last day of our ex- 
cursion we motored rapidly, mostly down 
grade, 165 miles from Garoet to Batavia 
in time for me to write, though not to 
mail, the foregoing pages. 

Java is a wonderfully beautiful and in- 
teresting country—to visit. Somehow I 
prefer to live in Pennsylvania. 
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MOTHER AND DAUGHTER WEEK 


The dates agreed upon this year for 
Mother and Daughter Week are May 12 
to 19. Very fine program materials have 
peen prepared. The theme for the week 
is to be, ‘‘The Quest of Life.’’ The fol- 
lowing materials can be ordered from The 
Young People’s Department, 413 Schaff 
Building, Philadelphia. 

A GENERAL DESCRIPTIVE LEAF- 


LET.—This is a general leaflet describing 
all the plans and telling about the other 
materials and the way in which they may 
be used. The low price will provide for 
wide distribution, Includes new and unique 
plans for the banquet. 6 pages—Price, 
1¥yc each, $1.25 per hundred. 

A MOTHER AND DAUGHTER WOR- 
SHIP PROGRAM FOR MOTHER’S DAY 
This can be used in any Mother’s Day ob- 


servance, Every person participating 
should have a copy. 4 pages—Price, 1c 
each, or 75c per hundred. 

MOTHER AND DAUGHTER SONGS— 
To be used at the banquet or other similar 
social occasions. Every ‘‘banqueteer’’ 
can be supplied at such a low cost. 4 pages 
Price, 1c each, or 75c per hundred. 

AFTER MOTHER AND DAUGHTER 
WEEK—WHAT?—This pamphlet deals 
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with the heart of the matter. It has sug- 

gestions for an all-year program for 

Mother and Daughter activities, discussion 

groups, etc. Quite necessary if there is 

to be the right ‘‘follow-up.’’ 6 pages— 

Price, 11.c each, or $1.25 per hundred. 
Sample set, 10c postpaid. 


DELEGATES TO GENERAL SYNOD 


Quite a number of delegates have not as 


yet made the requested reservations for 
entertainment during the Sessions of Gen- 
eral Synod. Will those who have not done 
so please return at once the blank sent to 
all delegates? It may be impossible ta pro- 
vide lodging if reservations are made too 
late. If those who are not coming will 


please notify the Committee, the courtesy 
will be greatly appreciated. Send all com- 
munications to the chairman of the Com- 


mittee on Entertainment of Delegates, 
Rev. Geo. P. Kehl, 585 Middle Drive, 


Woodruff Place, Indianapolis, Ind. 


DRINKWATER LECTURES, FRANKLIN 
AND MARSHALL COLLEGE 


John Drinkwater will lecture in Santee 
Hall, Franklin and Marshall College, on 
Tuesday evening, April 16, at 8.30 o’clock, 
and on Wednesday morning, April 17, at 
10 o’clock. The lectures are open and free 
to the public, A cordial invitation is ex- 
tended to the alumni and members of the 
Reformed Church to attend these lectures 
given on the foundation of the Appel 
Memorial Lectureship. Mr. Drinkwater 
was brought to this country for this par- 
ticular engagement. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Rey. Roy J. Freeman from Weissport, 
Pa. to Pillow. Pa. 
Rey. Albert Klinger from Keedysville, 
Md.. to New Hamburg, Pa. 


APRIL MEETINGS OF CLASSES 


April 11, Central Hungarian, McKees- 
port, Pa. Rev. Julius Melegh, 124 8th 
Ave., McKeesport, Pa.; April 15, Eastern 
Hungarian, Trenton, N. J. Mr. Victor 
Racz, Theological Seminary, Bloomfield, N. 
J.; April 18, Nebraska, Duncan Neb. 
Bethel Church, Rev. C. W. Deglow, Dun- 


THE RUFUS W. AND KATHE- 
RINE McCAULEY MILLER 
MEMORIAL FUND PRIZE 
ESSAY CONTEST 


Subject: ‘‘How Can a Local Church 
Help in Developing a Christian 
Family Life?’’ 

Length: Not over 3,000 words. 


Time: All essays must be received 
by Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Publication 
and Sunday School Board, by 
Children’s Day, June 9, 1929. 


Eligible: Any minister or member 
of the Reformed Church in the 
United States. 


Instructions: (1) Sign essay with an 
assumed name, giving correct 
name and address on a separate 
sheet, 

(2) Use one side of the paper 
only. 

(3) Manuscripts, as far as pos- 
sible, should be typewritten. 
(4) Writers are asked to remem- 
ber that plans which have actu- 
ally proved fruitful are of more 
value than theories which have 
not been tried. 

Prizes: First Prize—$100. 

Second Prize—$50. 


can, Neb.; April 22, Western Hungarian, 
Conneaut, O. Rev. Alex. Dokus, Conneaut, 
oO. 


Grace Church, Fort Wayne, Ind., Rev. 
R. S. Beaver, pastor, received 42 per- 
sons, making a total of 91 for the past 
year anda half. Easter offerings, $151. 


Juniata Classis will meet in Trinity 
Church, Saxton, Pa., on Monday, May 
18, at 8 P. M. Communications may be 
addressed to Rev. Oliver H. Sensenig, 
Claysburg, Pa. 


The new International Institute build- 
ing of the Y. W. C. A. of Philadelphia, 
at 645 N. 15th Street, was formally de- 
dicated Thursday evening, April 4. The 
service was followed by a musicale by 
foreign talent. 


Mrs. Annetta Winter and son, Richard, 
arrived at Prospect, Ohio, on March 23rd. 
She spent the past two years as a teacher 
in Miyagi College, Sendai, Japan. Her 
work is highly spoken of by American and 
Japanese associates. 


Good friends in New Bethlehem, Pa., 
in renewing their  suhscription, say: 
“We could not get along without the 
‘Messenger.’ It surely is interesting 
and we think it is getting better every 
year.’? 


The ‘‘Messenger”’ is grieved to report 
the death of Rev. Louis F. Zinkham, 
at the home of his son, Paul, in Rav- 
enna ,O., on Saturday evening, Mar. 23, 
in his 74th year. 


The Reformed Church Student Work 
Committee is giving a dinner on Thurs- 
day, April 11, 6.30 o’clock, at the Chris- 
tian Association Building of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. The address of 
the occasion will be by Professor J. P. 
Wickersham Crawford. 


A lady in Homestead, Pa., writes, 
enclosing her check: ‘SI must have this 
wonderful Church paper and if my sub- 
scription is too late for the last issne 
in March, will you please send me that 
number by mail, because there are art- 
icles in it I do not want to miss.’? 


Our good friend, Mrs. Wm. Mann Tr- 
vine, after wintering in Florida, is spend- 
ing some delightful weeks with her daugh- 
ter Hart. in Melrose, Mass., where she is 
assisting in giving cordial weleome to a 
brand new grandson, who arrived a few 
weeks ago. 


In Trinity Church, Los Angeles, Cal.. 
Rev. M. M. Noacker, pastor, the Easter 
services were very fine. There was good 
music and a splendid program by the 
S. S. in the evening. Communion ser- 
vices were well attended. Offering for 
Apportionment, $100. Total offering, 
$440. Additions, 5. One infant bap- 
tism. The weather was ideal and every- 
body was happy. 


Dr. John C. Bowman, President Emeri- 
tus, of the Laneaster Theological Semi- 
nary, whose ‘‘Travel Notes’’ are being so 
greatly enjoyed by ‘‘Messenger’’ readers, 
reached Los Angeles on the last lap of his 
World Cruise on Good Friday. He is well 
and happy over his extensive travels. He 
delivered the Holy Communion meditation 
on Easter Sunday at the First Chureh, Los 
Angeles, assisting Supt. Evemeyer. It was 
a great service. 


Recent activities in St. John’s of Ta- 
maqua, Pa., Rev. J. Arthur Schaeffer,, pas- 
tor, include the installation of a new Hall 
pipe organ at a eost of $7.000 and interior 
renovations of the Chureh at a cost of 
$2,000. Easter accessions, by confirmation, 
16, and 4 by letter. Accessions for the 
year, 34. Easter offering for Apportion- 
ment, $602; for Church renovation, $1.200. 
The Apportionment of $2.457 is paid in 
full. Total benevolences for the year are 
$4,300. 


THE REV. LOUIS F. ZINKHAN 

This well-known minister of our 
Church passed away in Ravenna, 0., 
on Mar. 23. An account of the life 
and labors of our dear brother will 
appear later. 


Rev. Will S. Fisher, Delmont, Pa., 
Stated Clerk, reports: The Classis of 
Westmoreland will meet in Trinity 
Church, Scottdale, Pa., Monday evening, 
May 13, at 7.30. Representatives of 
Boards and others having business with 
the Classis, and who desire entertain- 
ment, communicate with the pastor loci, 
Rev. A. S. Lenhart, Scottdale, Pa., at 
least 10 days before the meeting. All 
communications for the Classis should 
be sent to the Stated Clerk at an early 
date. 


The 75th anniversary of the laying 
of the cornerstone of the Myerstown, 
Pa., Church, Rev. David Lockart, pas- 
tor, will be observed April 14. The 
editor of the “Messenger” will be the 
speaker both morning and evening. He 
is the grandson of the Rev. Thomas H. 
Leinbach, who laid the cornerstone of 
the Myerstown Church on Good Friday, 
April 14, 1854. On Mar. 3, 15 new 
members were received by letter. With 
the Easter ingathering the membership 
now exceeds 650. 


First Church, Los Angeles, with a throng 
of Easter worshipers, was delighted and in- 
spired by the message of the pulpit- 
guest. Dr. John ©. Bowman. Dr. Bowman 
recently returned from a world eruise. The 
membership increase of the First Chureh 
since coming into the new Church home 
one year ago is 42%. The Lenten self-de- 
nial offering goal of $3,000 was exceeded 
by $1,000. 


Palm Sunday and Easter Day were days 
of rejoicing at St. Paul’s Church, Mead- 
ville, Pa., Rev. B. H. Holtkamp, pastor. 
17 new adult members received. Confir- 
mation of the children’s class postponed 
until Mother’s Day. During Deecemher 
and a part of January the publie and 
Chureh Schools were elosed on account of 
an_epidemie of searlet fever and diph- 
theria. The offering was unusually large 
on Easter Day. 


First Chureh of Apollo, Pa., Rev. L. O. 
Carbaugh, pastor, had a very enjoyable 
Easter. The Holy Week services were well 
attended. At the Communion service all 
available space was filled, even to stand- 
ing room. Tt was the largest Easter Com- 
munion in the present pastorate. At the 
evening service the choir, under the able 
leadership of Mrs. Carbaugh, rendered the 
eantata, ‘‘Hosanna,’’? to an audience al- 
most as large as in the morning service. 
There were 229 in Sabbath School, with 
an offering of $33.39 which was considered 
very good for a congregation of 248 mem- 
hers. The ingathering consisted of 12 eon- 
firmed. 5 hy letter. 2 by re-profession. Five 
of this number are heads of families. 

Our missionary. Rev. I. George Nace, has 
sent an unusual bit of news to the Seere- 
tarv of the Board of Foreign Missions. He 
and his family were on their return across 
the Pacific to Japan. As they were near- 
ing Honolulu, the President Pieree was 
sighted by the ‘‘President Cleveland?’ in 
which the Nace family were sailing. Mr. 
Nace sent 2 message to Mrs. Annetta Win- 
ter, who was returning from Japan on the 
‘<President Pieree.’’? She replied that she 
and her son, Richard, were well and happy. 
Upon arriving at Honolulu. Mr. Nace heard 
of the arrival of the ‘‘Empress of Aus- 
tralia’? on which Rev. Dr. John C. Bow- 
man was returning home from his world 
trip. Dr. Bowman was in fine health and 
reported a wonderful time spent with our 
missionaries at Sendai and Tokyo. 
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Church or Charge 


St. John 
Hilltown 
Martinsburg 
St. Vincent 
Trinity 

St. Luke’s 
Orangeville 
Trinity 
Dover 

First 

Glen Rock 
Lemasters 
Trinity 
Waynesboro 


Trinity 


St. John’s 
Emanuel 
Hummelstown 
Zion’s 
Bethany 

Zion 

St. John’s 
St. Paul’s 
St. Stephen’s 
Trinity 
Piteairn 
Latrobe 

St. John 
Noekamixon 
Christ 


Trinity 

St. Lukes 
Faith 
Trinity 

St. Paul’s 
St. Peter’s 
Christ 

St. Luke’s 
St. Thomas 
St. Stephen’s 
St. Paul 
Pynecotuning 
First 

New Goshenhoppen 
St. John’s 
Zion 
Emmanuel 
St. John’s 
Grace 


Second 

St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s 
Christ 

Mt. Zion 
Arendtsville 
Grace 
Myerstown 
St. John 
Zion’s 
Bausman 
Delmont 
St. John’s 
St. Mark’s 
Salem 
Christ 
Calvary 
First 

St. John’s 
Bedford 
Fourth 
Conyngham 
Newport 
Willow Street 
St. Mark’s 
Zion 
Emmanuel 
Trinity 

St. Peter’s 
St. John’s 
Rebersburg 
Palatinate 
Federated 
Yukon-Seaner’s 
Amity 
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Lewisburg 
Blooming Glen 
Martinsburg 
Spring City 
Allentown 
Kittanning 
Orangeville 
Connellsville 
Dover 
Ephrata 
Glen Rock 
Lemasters 
Tamaqua 
Waynesboro 


Pottsville 


Shamokin 
Philadelphia 
Hummelstown 
Greenville 
Butler 
Nanticoke 
St. John’s 
Summit Hill 
Perkasie 
Hanover 
Piteairn 
Latrobe 

St. Clair 
Ferndale 
Elizabethtown 


Gettysburg 
North Wales 
Laneaster 
Collegeville 
Sellersville 
Punxsutawney 
Allentown 
Lock Haven 
Reading 
Lebanon 
Waynesboro 
New Hamburg 
EK. Mauch Chunk 
East Greenville 
Lebanon 
Stroudsburg 
Lansford 
Phoenixville 
Allentown 


Reading 
Manheim 
Mechanicsburg 
Lykens 
Spring Grove 
Arendtsville 
Northampton 
Myerstown 
Riegelsville 
Pottstown 
Wyomissing 
Delmont 
Chambersburg 
Lebanon 
Catasauqua 
McAdoo 
Turtle Creek 
Greensburg 
Bellefonte 
Bedford 
Harrisburg 
Conyngham 
Newport 
Lancaster County 
Allentown 
Allentown 
York 
Myerstown 
Allentown 
Reading 
Rebersburg 
Philadelphia 
McConnelsburg 
Yokon 
Meyersdale 


Pastor 


H. H. Rupp 

J. KE. Wildasin 
V. Steinberg 

J. G. Kerschner 
J. J. Schaeffer 
. L. Noss 

. H. Kichline 
. G. Shupe 

E. Klingaman 
. Schweitzer 
M. Roeder 

. S. Vandevere 
. C, Thompson 
E. Lobach 


Haag 


DA b> bd a 


kg 


. A. Bausch 


' 


». B. Schneder 
. S. Stern 

. J. Miller 

. J. Dundore 
F. Hiack 

R. W. Hucke 
T. C. Hesson 
E. W. Kohler 
H. Obold 

M. J. Roth 

. Loch 
EK. Hartman 
A. Behrens 
W. Gilds 
C 
L 
M 


WP bo 


. T. Miller 


M. N. George 
W. T. Harner 
W. E. Harr 

. M. Erdman 
. E. Swope 
H. Jones 

. Klinger 

. F. Singley 
M. DeLong 
F. Hoffmeier 
HoH, Blatt 
wie LOX 

. A. Hartman 
S. Weiler 


rOiiss 


L. Coblentz 
. M. Leidy 

C. W. Levan 
W. R. Hartzell 
G. W. Welsh 
M. E. Ness 

V. A. Ruth 

D. Loekart 

S. M. Kirk 

H. A. Kosman 
D. B. Clark 
W. S. Fisher 
W. R. Gobreeht 
I. C. Fisher 

H. E. Gebhard 
E. E, Correll 

J. A. Yount 

L. E. Bair 

R. Thena 

J. A. Hyler 

F. W. Teske 
P. L. Smith 
U. O. H. Kerschner 
D. Seheirer 

C. D. Kressley 
S. Sipple 

O. S. Hartman 
M. A. Peters 
E. W. Kriebel 
T. H. Leinbach 
W. H. McClellan 
H. G. Maeder 
W. J. Lowe 
R. I. Gass 

B. A. Black 
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Additions 
Conf. Let. Re-Prof. 
9 vi 13 
17 4 10 
6 2 4 
3 
16 9 4 
2 2 2 
3 i 
2 8 
2 a 
5 7 
7 1 
20 A 
5k 25 
10 7 1 
18 12 
62 9 uf 
6 3 
10 3 
38 lal 4 
10 1 
15 4 10 
5 7 
15 6 al 
18 1 3 
37 12 2 
9 2 3 
24 9 10 
14 11 2 
2 
16 6 
13 4 
6 4 2 
47 5 5 
10 16 6 
15 il 13) 
9 5 6 
16 4 
25 2 2 
60 4 3 
8 3 1 
2 4 iL 
4 2 3 
14 
sll 9 
ital i! 2 
16 11 4 
7 5 5 
2% 1 10 
16 10 24 
iB! 2 2 
alah at 6 
5 1 
19 
16 4 
10 3 if 
10 4 
24 15 6 
8 1 
24 3 
13 4 4 
12 1 9 
23 6 2 
43 4 tf 
15 16 19 
9 3 
30 4 6 
26 3 3 
5 9 1 
7 8 4 
13 12 
25 7 3 
it ; 2 
10 ib 
17 5 
39 10 11 
20 7 8 
7 2 3 
9 10 S 
32 4 2 
3 
V6 6 4 
6 i 
ue 
12 4 


ARGCESSITONS 


Offering 
Current Appor. 
$109.48 $114.50 
340.46 163.40 
268.00 
Duplex In full 
604.00 800.00 
Envelopes 
In full 
40.00 45.00 
Duplex 
Duplex 
53.88 90.07 
765.00 
340.00 In full 


Bldg. Fund, $2,000. 
1,009.00 
Bld. Fund, $355.00 

347.00 592.00 


485.65 

Duplex 

622.00 460.00 
79.89 123.86 

225.00 20.00 

400.00 

766.00 185.00 

335.00 450.00 

600.00 767.00 

350.00 486.00 

220.00 80.00 

294.00 

160.00 375.00 


Bldg. Fund, $139.00 
350.00 


254.53 191.83 
190.00 140.00 
162.00 348.00 
577.00 
102.00 214.00 
1,000.00 54.00 
400.00 
250.00 
85.00 549.00 
Duplex 
1,204.00 124.00 
190.00 300.00 
Duplex 
Chureh Debt, $1,000 
920.90 866.53 
70.00 198.00 
211.00 234.00 
56.50 97.50 
225.00 
200.00 300.00 
225.00 196.00 
639.00 
487.32 412.45 
171.00 
433.00 167.00 
146.00 
350.00 200.00 
823.14 513.64 
77.06 260.00 
150.00 300.00 
650.00 275.00 
153.50 162.50 
In full 
240.46 150.69 
628.00 1,127.00 
900.00 
448.00 367.00 
300.00 
250.00 400.00 
Envelopes 
1,000.00 296.00 
48.00 41.00 
90.00 315.00 


1] 


Other 
Benev. 


$90.40 
97.48 


In full 


60.00 


1,079.00 (Lent, Off.) 


69.00 


80.00 


70.00 


to 
Ee 
~ 
or 


249.00 


In full 
25.00 


600.00 


26.60 


37.00 


Charge or Church 


Danville 
Bloomsburg 
St. Matthews 
Heidelberg 
Bethany 


Emanuel 
St. Paul’s 
First 

St. Paul’s 
Trinity 
Bethany 
St. Mark’s 
St. Paul’s 
Christ 
Memorial 
St. Peter’s 
Tabor 

St. Andrew’s 
Tohickon 
Faith 
Irwin 
Everett 
St. Paul’s 
First 

St. Peter’s 
Christ 


Emanuel 
Third 

Grace 
Beaver 
Trinity 
Grace 
Second 
Boyerstown 
Trinity 


Heidelberg 
Mt. Hermon 
Olivet 

Zion 
Bethany Tabernacle 
Grace 
Calvary 
Trinity 
Fleetwood 
Jacob’s 
Telford 

St. Peter’s 
St. John’s 
Marion 

St. Paul’s 
Trinity First 
Zion fn 
Warwick 
Brush Creek 
St. Pauls 
Trinity 
Zion’s 


Faith 

St. Mary’s 
Christ 

St. Paul’s 
Brunswick 
Trinity 
Christ 
Evangelical 
Inearnation 


Emanuel 
Christ 

St. John’s 
Zion 


South Fork 
First 
Corinth 
Heidelberg 
First 


St. Paul’s 


Morgantown 
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EASTER AC€CESSIONS (Cont) 
Additions Offering 
Other 
Address Pastor Conf. Let. Re-Prof. Current Appor. Benev. 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Danville C. W. Heller 27 16 4 $200.00 $164.00 
Bloomsburg J. C. Brumbach 12 6 4 138.74 102.45 40.00 
Philadelphia U. O. Silvius 35 3 900.00 
Hatfield HA. 1. Benner 9 5 Envelopes 
Bethlehem H. I. Crow 13 1 4 151.50 623.07 
Bldg. Fund, $1,570.61 
Export H. A. Robb 12 3 128.00 225.00 
West Hazleton J. KK. K. Stadlemann ila 1 5 116.97 19.71 368.74 
Greensboro H, A. Fesperman 6 15 i Duplex 
Northampton I. M. Bachman 17 8 1,300.00 540.00 
Mercersburg C. B. Marsteller 9 3 195.00 
York G. 8. Sorber 13 5 i 83.00 143.00 
Reading G. R. Poetter 52 5 19 IG Glee 514.07 30.00 
Derry H. W. Black 19 2 50.51 134.00 
Bath W. U. Helffrich 21 1 6 515.00 
Haston J. P. Dieffenderfer 28 6 if 1,440.00 
(Pikeland) L. M. Knoll 2 
Philadelphia E. H. Romig 27 28 18 425.00 
Philadelphia A. G. Peters 37 2 9 310.00 
Perkasie S. E. Moyer 6 2 6 797.00 612.00 
York O, P. Shellhamer 6 5 i 760.00 40.00 
Irwin HE. M. Dietrich 4 10 605.44 138.09 
Everett J. E. Scheetz 6 97.00 155.00 
Reading C. E. Creitz 15 3 2 
Berwick H. I. Aulenbach 8 3 7 79.00 57.00 96.00 
Easton A. 8. Leiby 22 5 11 146.81 150.00 
Norristown C. T. Glessner 18 13 5 In full 
Bldg. Fund, $1,914.00 
Minersville O. R. Frantz 7 2 2 50.00 126.00 
Greensburg W. C. Sykes ff 1 61.00 91.00 
Reading J. M. Mengel 34 10 2 1,500.00 446.00 
Monroe I. G. Snyder ily 5 In full 
Freemansburg 8. L. Messinger 4 2 32.00 97.27 
Richland C. H. Slinghoff 7 Duplex 
Seranton dee MOE 8 6 220.00 In full 
Boyerstown G. G. Greenawalt 43 6 1,520.00 330.00 
Palmyra HE. G. Leinbach 19 4 2 Duplex 
Special Offering, $5,000.00 
Philadelphia Pe Wie Yoh bt 8 2 1,033.00 
Philadelphia C. B. Alspach 19 2 ala 787.00 
Philadelphia M. Samson 2 10 4 4,400.00 
Womelsdorf H. J. Miller 17 7 2 254.00 80.00 
Philadelphia A. Y. Holter ib 3 23 615.00 
Easton L. V. Hetrich 13 5 9 Duplex In full 
Philadelphia F. H. Fisher 22 3 5 518.00 500.00 
Wilkinsburg H. N. Bassler 14 21 6 In full 
Fleetwood J. B. Landis at il 3 540.00 
Weissport R. J. Freeman 23 
Telford G. W. Spotts 15 4 In full 
Frackville A. E. Schellhase 18 1 
Philadelphia R. O’Boyle 3 156.00 326.00 
Marion J. C. Sanders 1) 6 al 
Lancaster T, A. Alspach 70 30 14 (Total for year) 
York S. H. Stein 12 2 2 Duplex 
Millersville W. T. Brundick 7 2 2 
Lititz, Penryn G. B. Raezer 23 5 Duplex 
Manor A. W. Barley 11 3 Envelopes 
Mahanoy City W. H. Diehl 37 9 3 
Philadelphia P. E. Deitz 28 iil 9 (Total for year, 127) 
Ashland I. M. Schaeffer 32 3 3 131.00 173.00 
MARYLAND (Improvement, $2,379) 
Baltimore R. L. Rupp 17 ul 4 347.00 
Silver Run P. B. Peck 17 2 206.14 399.48 
Baltimore J. L. Barnhart 7 2 3 509.00 
Baltimore L. E. Coblentz uh 4 3 
Brunswick R. F. Main 6 3 105.00 
Baltimore C. A. Bushong 8 Envelopes 
Hagerstown C. Clever 29 6 135.00 491.00 
Frederick H. L. G. Kieffer 12 11 
Emmitsburg E. L. Higbee 12 2 Envelopes 
NEW YORK 
Rochester F. H. Diehm 12 2 9 1,177.97 320.91 
Brooklyn H, W. Sehulz 12 15 
Buffalo J. 8. Kosower 11 10 
Buffalo H. E. Schnatz 14 2 9 367.48 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Newton W. C. Lyerly 3 
Burlington H. A. Welker 10 1 Duplex 
Hickory G. Longaker 13 4 
Thomasville J. A. Palmer 6 1 
Lexington J. C. Leonard 21 426.64 
VIRGINIA 
Roanoke J. W. Huffman 6 1 40.00 119.00 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Morgantown S. Borsos 27 8 3 73.00 


(Uniontown, $14,437.09) 
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'‘A Fellowship Luncheon in honor of 
Dr. Howard B. Grose, Editor of ‘‘Mis- 
sions,’’ was given in the Town Hall Club, 
New York, on April 9. It marked the 
completion of 25 years of service by 
Dr. Grose as the editor of missionary 
publications. It is not too much to say 
that as minister, educator and author, 
and leader in social and religious ac- 
fTvities, Dr. Grose has been among the 
pioneers in many of the movements that 
have promoted human welfare at home 
and abroad, and he has a multitude of 
friends who delight to do him honor. 


The April meetings of the Reformed 
Ministerial Association of Philadelphia 
and Vicinity are scheduled as follows: 
Sth, Rev. F. D. Wentzel spoke on “What 
Every Church Can Do to Train Lead- 
ers’; 15th, “The Psychology of Modern 
Thinking,’ Rev. Dr. Karl Frederick 
Wettstone, pastor Bethany Temple Pres- 
byterian Church, Philadelphia; 22nd, 
“Religion and Modern Family Life,’’ 
Rev. Clement W. DeChant; 29th, ‘‘Look- 
ing Toward Indianapolis,’’ Dr. J. Rauch 
Stein. The meetings are held at 11 A. 
M. in Assembly Hall, Schaff Building. 


In Trinity Church, Canton, O., Rev. 
Dr. H. N. Kerst, pastor, Easter was one 
of the greatest days of the year. The 
Church was filled to capacity, and many 
were turned away. The Easter mess- 
age was on “The Life Eternal.” Com- 
munion was one of the largest. Unusu- 
ally fine music at all services, by full 
vested chorus supported by organ, harp 
and violin. 73 new members were re- 
ceived, 20 children were baptized. Of- 
fering, $1,500. Church School attend- 
ance, 1,100. 

Recently the Willow Street congrega- 
tion, Lancaster County, Pa., Rev. David 
Scheirer, pastor, paid its full Sustentation 
Campaign quota of $850. In a letter send- 
ing the Board of Ministerial Relief the last 
remittance of the quota of the congrega- 
tion, amounting to $130, Rev. Mr. Scheirer 
says: ‘‘I hope others will do what my peo- 
ple and I did. I solicit; they and I give. 
It can be done when the pastor leads. You 
may tell the world I said so. Oh, for a 
leading ministry! Our Apportionment is 
also again paid in full.’’ 

By the will of the late George N. Arner, 
of Christ Chureh, Bath, Pa., the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Reformed Church 
receives $1,000; the Board of Home Mis- 
sions, $800; Bethany Orphans’ Home, 
$1,000; Phoebe Deaconess and Old Folks’ 
Home, $500; Good Shepherd Home, Allen- 
town, $200; Christ Reformed Church, Bath, 
Pa., $1,500; Christ Reformed Sabbath 
School, Bath, Pa., $500; and the residue 
of the estate, if any, to Christ Reformed 
Church, Bath, Pa. The pastor is Rev. Dr. 
William U. Helffrich. 

In Hough Ave. Church, Cleveland, O., 
Rev. A. V. Vondersmith, pastor, 6 were 
eonfirmed and 7 baptized on Palm Sunday. 
The choir rendered ‘‘The Resurrection 
Song’’ in the evening. Rev. Carl Imhoff 
was the preacher Wednesday evening of 
Holy Week. Rev. Oliver G. Dropper was 
the preacher on Mar. 28. Preparatory ser- 
vice on Good Friday evening. On Easter 
the S. S. attendance was 218, offering, 
$130.60, 2 were confirmed and 2 baptized, 
and 1 received by re-profession. 160 com- 
muned. Offering, $425.25. North Hast Ohio 
Classis will meet in Hough Ave. Chureh 
Tuesday evening, May 14. The Apportion- 
ment will be paid in full. 


The Annual Congregational Meeting 
and Reception to new members was held 
in Trinity Church, Mercersburg, the Rev. 
C. B. Marsteller, minister, on the even- 
ing of April 3. Mr. E. J. Middour, as- 
sistant headmaster of Mercersburg 
‘Academy, presided. Reports were sub- 
mitted by the pastor, the Church Treas- 
urer, C. M. Yeakle, and the treasurers 

of the auxiliary organizations. The 
Budget was presented by the Budget 
Committee and contained an increase 


REFORMED 


CH.U RCH 


of $100 per yéar for pastor’s support. 
A group of Christian Endeavorers pre- 
sented a playlet, ‘“‘The Cost of Keeping.” 
The Program Committee of the C. BH. 
Society arranged for the showing of 
4 reels of motion pictures, ‘‘The Sea 
Going Senior.”’ Refreshments were 
served by the C. E. Social Committee. 
Among the guests were the Rev. Dr. 


H. L. Kieffer, of Frederick, Md., an 
ex-pastor of Trinity Church; and Mr 
W. O. McLaughlin, formerly connected 


with the Academy and a former teacher 
in the Church School. 

St. Paul’s Church, of Selinsgrove, Pa., 
Rev. Earl G. Kline, pastor, reports a very 
helpful Lenten season. Mid-week services 
were held every Wednesday of Lent. The 
members were also happy to weleome as a 
guest preacher at one of the Sunday even- 
ing services of Lent, the Rev. Dr. G. Mor- 
ris Smith, the President of Susquehanna 
University. On Palm Sunday 14 young 
people were confirmed. Services were held 
every evening of Holy Week. Revs. W. 
EK. Reifsnyder, of Middleburg, Pa., and E. 
H. Zechman, of Beaver Springs, Pa., occu- 
pied the pulpit on Tuesday and Wednesday 
evenings. Preparatory services were held 
on Good Friday evening and were largely 
attended. Holy Commupnign on Haster 
morning, with two-thirds of the member- 
ship communing. 26 people were received 
into membership; 14 by confirmation, 8 by 
letter and 4 by re-profession. Among this 
number there are five whole families. On 
Easter evening the Junior Church choir, 
which is under the leadership of Mrs. Earl 
G. Kline, gave the cantata, ‘‘The Thorn- 
Crowned King,’’ exceptionally well rend- 
ered to a large and appreciative audience. 

Emanuel Church, Lansford, Pa., Rev. 
Howard S. Fox, pastor, has completed 
what proved to be a very helpful and 
inspiring Lenten season. A service was 
held every Friday evening during Lent 
with good audiences present. The ser- 
mons were preached by neighboring 
ministers. The examination of the 
catechumens was held on the Friday 
evening before Palm Sunday before a 
large audience. Confirmation was ob- 
served on Palm Sunday morning. A 
procession of Palms, composed of the 
Junior and Senior choirs and the Con- 
firmation Class opened’ the service. The 
Church was filled for this beautiful ser- 
vice. During Holy Week services held 
Wednesday, when the Senior Choir ren- 
dered the cantata, ‘‘Gethsemane to 
Calvary’; Thursday; Good Friday; 
when the Vigil of the Cross was ob- 
served from 1-2 P. M. and the Prepara- 
tory Service in the evening. Easter Sun- 
day Holy Communion was observed at 
6 A. M. and 11 A. M. At 7 P. M. the 
Senior Choir rendered special Easter 
Music. At each of these services large 
audiences were present to worship. The 
harp and the chimes were used for the 
first time on the pipe organ. The pas- 
tor was presented with a very beautiful 
silk pulpit robe by the Consistory as an 
Easter gift. 17 were received, including 
1 Greek Catholic and 1 Roman Cath- 
olic: offering, $1,328. Trinity Luther- 
an Chureh of Lansford used the Church 
auditorium during Lent, Tuesday even- 
ing of Holy Week and on Easter Sunday 
at 8 A. M. they observed their Holy 
Communion. They are building a new 
Church. 

In a service of unusual beauty and 
impressiveness at Christ Church, Beth- 
lehem, Pa., 15 were confirmed on Palm 
Sunday morning by the pastor, Rev. 
Wm. H._ Bollman. Theconfirmants 
were called to the altar in groups of 
two and addressed individually by the 
pastor before the laying on of hands. 
Just before the consecration service the 
choir, under the direction of Prof. David 
Griffith Samuels, sang “Lord God of 
Abraham,’ which closed with the beau- 
tiful chorale “Cast Thy Burdens On the 
Lord,” from the “Elijah” by Mendels- 
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YOU ENJOY READING YOUR 
COPY OF THE MESSENGER! 


WHY NOT TRY TO IN- 
TEREST THE NEW 
MEMBERS RECEIVED 
INTO YOUR CHURCH 
THIS EASTER TIME. 


HELP TO BRING THE 
SAME ENJOYMENT IN- 
TO THE LIVES OF 
YOUR FELLOW-MEM- 
BERS. 


sohn. The evening service was in the 
nature of a confirmation class reunion 
and young people’s service. A roll call 
of the 2 classes, 1928 and 1929, con- 
firmed by the pastor, showed a perfect 
attendance. As each name was called 
the member responded with his con- 
firmation verse. At the close of the 
service the classes gathered ’round the 
altar and sang “Jesus, I Live to Thee.” 
Holy Week services began on Tuesday 
evening with “the Passion of Our Lord”’ 
Im song and Scripture. The Prepara- 
tory service was held on Wednesday 
evening and was the largest in the his- 
tory of the parish as was also the at- 
tendance at Holy Communion on Thurs- 
day and Friday evenings. Nearly 700 
communed at these two services. The 
Rev. R. F. Reed, assisted. In compli- 
ance with a proclamation issued by the 
Mayor of Bethlehem the pastor held a 


brief service in the afternoon of Good 


Friday. Professor Samuels presided at 
the organ. A change was made in the 
usual Haster morning service this year. 
Instead of observing the Holy Commun- 
lon aS was customary, the pastor de- 
livered an Easter sermon to more than 
600 worshippers. The beauty of the 
chancel was enhanced by a profusion of 
lovely lilies sent direct from Bermuda 
and presented by Miss Barbara Hillis, 
a native of Bermuda and a student at 
the Bethlehem Conservatory of Music. 
During this service 37 new members 
were added to the Church by reprofes- 


CHURCH ~ FURNISHINGS 


TOWER CHIMES PLAYED FROM 
| ELECTRIC KEYBOARD AT ORGAN 
/ CHURCH BELLS — PEALS 
McShane Bell Foundry Co. 


BALTIMORE, MD. 


M. P. MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 
Endorsed by the most eminent organists. 
Lead all makes for church, school and audi- 
torium use. Every organ a special creation 
for a particular use and guaranteed the high- 
est grade. Booklets and _ specifications on 
request. 

M. P. MOLLER 
Factory and General Offices 
Hagerstown, Maryland 

Special References: Organs in over three 

hundred Reformed Churches. 


MEMORIAL BELLS 


A tribute to your loved ones; eloquent, enduring, 
inexpensive. Write for illustrated Free Catalog. 
THE JOHN B, MORRIS FOUNDRY CO. 
Dept. 66 Cincinnati, O. 


MENEELY BELL CO. 


TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 


See 


Church Decorator, Fresco-Painting and Decorating 


MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 
Sketches Submitted on Application 
H. P. BERGER = Lebanon, Pa. 
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sion and by letter. The evening service 
on Easter Day was a Memorial Service 


for the dear departed of the members 
and friends of Christ Church, Rey. Mr. 
Bollman preaching a sermon on ‘The 


” 


Way to Emmaus. 

Rev. Shuford Peeler, of Catawba Col- 
lege, has been supplying Trinity Church, 
Coneord, N. C., for mouths. The 
girls’ quartet, under the direction of Miss 
Goodykoontz, voice teacher at Catawha 
College, rendered a fine program in ¢on- 
neetion with the morning service on Mar. 
3. Communion services were condueted on 
Raster Sun. Morning by Rev. Mr. Peeler 
with large attendance. Miss Messimer, our 
missionary home on furlough, spoke at this 
Chureh at 11 o’celock April 7. Rev. Mr. 
Peeler will supply during the remainder of 
the month of April. The pastorate has 
been vacant for more than a year. This 
congregation enjoys worshiping in one of 
the most beautiful auditoriums and one of 
the best equipped Churches in the North 
Carolina Classis. 

In St. Paul’s Church, Youngstown, O., 
Rev. A. D. Wolfinger, pastor, Easter Day 
was the best in the present pastorate. Ser- 
vices during Holy Week well attended. Dr. 
Albert Glessner brought a helpful message. 
At the sunrise service the pastor spoke 
on ‘‘Life.’? The Sunday School and junior 
congregation had the largest attendance. 
This is also true of infant baptisms, re- 
ception of members into the Church and 
the number at Communion. The accessions 
were secured by prayerful and persistent 
personal work by the pastor and a group of 
devoted workers. The young people were 
largely in evidence at the Communion ser- 


several 


viee. In the evening the choir rendered 
the ‘‘Crucifixion’’ as a fitting closing of 


the day. Floral decorations by individu- 
als in memory of loved ones and by vari- 
ous organizations added gladness to the 
day. The self-denial offering was generous, 
The Every Member Canvass was far in ad- 
vanee of former years. The entire season 
is now a part of memory well worth while 
to cherish for its spiritual value. 
Bethany Church, Butler, Pa., Rev. Frank 
Hiack, pastor, has passed through an in- 
spiring Lenten season. 8. 8. attendance 
throughout March averaged 18 persons per 
Sunday more than in January, 6 persons 
per Sunday more than in February. At- 
tendanee on Easter Sunday was unusually 
large. Passion Week services, held every 
night except Saturday, were well attended. 
Lenten offering, $77.81; Easter Sun. offer- 
ing, $151.69. Included in the above was 
a special offering for Apportionment of 
$123.86. 9 of a of 11 catechumens 
were confirmed Palm Sunday. Rev. James 
Mullen preached the confirmation sermon. 
One member was received by re-profession 
on Good Friday at the Preparatory service. 
The following afternoon at a Cradle Roll 
‘‘narty’? 13 children were baptized, and 
one adult was received by confirmation 
Easter morning. <A total of 17 were bap- 
tized during March. On March 18 the 
pastor officiated at the funeral of Betty 
Lou Boyer, beloved infant daughter of Mr. 


class 


and Mrs. Paul Boyer, who died of plural 
pneumonia, having lived 1 year and 5 
months, 


The Easter season was one of inspira- 
tion and happiness to St. Paul’s Church, 
Kansas City, Mo., Rev. A. H. Schmeuszer, 
pastor. 23 new members were received at 
the Easter morning service, making a total 
of 43 new members received for the fiscal 
year. In spite of a heavy rain, auditorium 
filled to capacity at the morning service. 
An almost capacity house greeted the choit 
at the evening service when the cantata, 
‘The Resurrection,’’ was sung. This can- 
tata was repeated April 7th at St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Reformed Chureh. Offerings for 
the day, $200. <A special gift of $2,000 
was given by Mrs. W. H. Waggoner to can- 
cel all indebtedness on the organ. This 
brings the total amount of gifts to the 


organ fund, from Mr, and Mrs. Waggoner, 
to $6,000. In the trading of parsonages, 
the Church has ineurred a $3,000 debt. <A 
financial committee has been appointed to 
liquidate this debt at the earliest possible 
time. St. Paul’s is now anxiously looking 
forward to the time when it can get out 
from under the sheltering wings of the 
Home Board. Don’t forget the C. E. Con- 
vention in the ‘‘ Heart of Ameérica’’ July 
3rd to 9th. a 

Of all the Herald Joy in song and story 
of the Eastertide it came in reality to 
Grace Church, Akron, O., Rev. O. W. Haul- 
man, pastor, Rev. Clarence Woods, secre- 
tary. On Palm Sunday 85 new members 
were inducted into Grace Church followed 
by a series of quiet, simple, yet beautiful 
messages by Dr. George W. Richards, 
which led up to the full joy of the Easter 


season. The 7.30 service found the Church 
filled. The 8. S. period followed with 700 
happy enthusiastie people in its Bible 


study. The 10.30 Communion service ran 
the Chureh over and standing room was 
occupied. The crowning service came at 
7.30 Sunday night when amidst spring 
showers and summer thunder storms the 
Knights Templar and their friends filled 
every available space of the sanctuary, to 
hear the annual sermon before the Knights 
Templar of Akron delivered by the pastor. 
The most beautiful Communion service 
ever witnessed in the experience of the 
members was that of Easter Day. Not only 
were the people present in large throngs, 
but the spirit of worship dominated the at- 
mosphere. Offering, $1,850. 

On Saturday and Sunday, April 13-14, 
Johnstown, Pa., will be host to a large 
group of Adult Bible Class leaders from 
every section of the State. It will be the 
event of the Annual Convention of the 
Pennsylvania State Adult Bible Class 
Federation, of which Hon. John W. Vick- 
erman, of Allegheny County, is President, 
and which includes in its organization a 
similar active organization in every 
County in Pennsylvania, headed by the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School As- 
sociation, with headquarters in Philadel- 


phia, Among the speakers will be Dr. O. 
W. Warmingham, of Boston University, 
who will conduct the worship services, 


and also give several addresses; and Dr. W. 
L. Mudge, of the Federal Council of 
Churehes, and Dr. J. W. Claudy, of the 
Department of the Moral Welfare of the 
Presbyterian Denomination. The Sunday 
afternoon service will be a Christian 
Patriotic Service urging the support of 
President Hoover and law enforcement, 
with Commander John D. Pennington, of 
Pittsburgh, and Mr. Oliver W. Stewart, 


of Indianapolis, as speakers. Cambria 
County alone has guaranteed 500 dele- 


gates and it is expected that other count- 
ies will be represented by many adult lead- 
ers and teachers. 


In St. Luke’s Chureh, Braddock, Pa., 
tev, John A. Borger, pastor, baptism and 
confirmation on Good Friday night. Re- 
ceived by confirmation, 5; renewal of faith, 
1; infant baptism, 5. Services on Easter 
Sunday began with the Christian Endeavor 
Societies holding a sunrise ‘‘Crusade With 
Christ’? program. A 6-foot electric illumi- 
nated fiery cross was placed in the center 
of the chancel. Before it was placed the 
Communion table on whieh were laid an 
American flag and a Bible opened at Pro- 
verbs 29:18, the laconie text used by Presi- 
dent Hoover for his inaugural address. The 
service was devotional and inspirational. 
Special numbers were sung by the Brad- 
dock Gospel Male Quartet. Three-minute 
addresses were made. The junior choir 
rendered special musie during the 8. 8. 
period. At 11 A.M. and 7.45 P. M. Holy 
Communion was observed with large at- 
tendanee. At 8 P. M. the choir and a spe- 
cial cast of 7 characters, under the diree- 
tion of Mr. A. J. Harrity, the choir diree- 
tor, presented very touchingly and impres- 
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sively the pageant-cantata entitled, ‘‘ Jesus 
Only.’’ On Mar. 26 Dr. James M, Mullan 
was present and preached a fine sermon. 
Offerings for Easter Sunday, $225; for 
March, $510; and for the current quarter, 
$1,025; for current congregational purposes 
and Apportionment. 


For several years a_ successful Week- 
Day Religious School has been conducted 
in Perkasie, Pa. Church School workers 
who are interested in Week-Day Edueation 
might find helpful suggestions in a brief 
outline of the work done in St. Stephen’s 
Church, at Perkasie in its 6th annual ses- 
sion, beginning Nov. 6, 1928, and ending 
March 19, 1929. The teaching aims em- 
phasized in this session were four. An at- 
tempt was made to lead the 140 pupils who 
were enrolled: 1. To appreciate and to use 
the Bible; 2. To know and to accept 
Christ; 38. To come to a clear understand- 
ing of God; 4. To live and to grow like 
Jesus. The list of those who assisted the 
pastor of the Church, the Rev. Howard 
Obold, and of the courses which were 
taught, follows: Grades 1 and 2—Miss Ada 
Deily, supervisor, assisted by Mrs. O. B. 
Sellers and Miss Mildred Heavener; Grade 
3—Mrs. W. W. Crouthamel, course based 
on 11-Year Primary Book (Colson); Grade 
4—Miss Marion Miller, course based on 
Better Americans 1; Grade 5—Mrs. 
Howard Obold., ‘‘Pioneer Way of Liv- 
ing;’’ Grade 6—Miss Sophia Oswald, ‘‘The 
Kingdom of Love’’ (Carrier); Grade 8— 
Mrs, Harry E. Grim, ‘‘A Travel Book for 
Juniors’? (Hanson); Pianists, Miss Mar‘on 
Miller and Mrs. O. B. Sellers; Secretary, 
Mrs. C. M. Hertzog. The closing session 
of the Week-Day Religious School was 
held Tuesday afternoon, March 19. 


In Grace Church, Frederick, Md., 
Rev. Chalmers W. Walck, pastor, the 
Easter season was one of joy and in- 
Services were held each Fri- 
day evening during Lent and in Holy 
Week. On Palm Sunday 19 were con- 
firmed and 4 joined the Church by let- 
ter. The Communion services on Holy 
Thursday and Easter Sunday were well 
attended. On Easter day there was an 
attendance of 571 at the Sunday School, 
when a special program was rendered. 
Easter Sunday night a cantata, “The 
Everlasting Life,’’ was rendered by an 
augmented choir under the direction of 
Miss Gladys E. Walck, organist. The 
annual Congregational meeting was held 
on Easter Monday night. J. Travers 
Thomas and A. E. Fisher were elected 
elders and C. Frank Smith and George 
Webster, deacons. The report of the 
treasurer showed that the Church 
handled over $10,000 the past year. All 
bills were paid and the debt reduced to 
$550, leaving a balance of $819.26 for 
current expenses. The benevolent fund, 
paid in full, showed a balance of $87.85 
and the building fund had a balance 
of $401.68. The Sunday School handled 
$2,168.35 for the year, leaving a bal- 
ance of $84.15. On Wednesday evening, 
April 3, the Builders’ Bible Class held 
a reception for the new members in 
connection with their annual business 
meeting and election of officers. 


At Emanuel Chureh, Philadelphia, Pa., 
Rev. Dr. Benj. S. Stern, pastor, the Palm 
Sunday evening service was again in the 
nature of a reunion service for all former 
catechumens of the Church. As the boys 
and girls who were confirmed at the morn- 
ing service formed the 25th class ¢on- 
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firmed by the present pastor, it was deemed 
fitting and proper that this year’s reunion 
services be dedicated to Dr, Stern, in com- 
memoration of his more than 25 years of 
faithful stewardship. Mr. Herbert C. 
Gross, a catechumen dur-ng Dr. Stern’s 
pastorate, was chairman of the committee 
which arranged for the service, and Mr. 
Gross also acted as master of ceremonies, 
with Dr, Eugene L. McLean as speaker of 
the evening. A roll-call proved that the 
large audience was not only made up of a 
representation from each of Dr. Stern’s 
25 classes, but that there were present 
some members who were confirmed by each 
of the former pastors. ine'uding 5 who en- 
tered the fold during the pastorate of the 
congregation’s founder, Rev. Jacob Dahl- 
man, D. D. (1862-1879). After the roll- 
call Dr. MeLean most forcefully voiced the 
sentiments of the congregation in lauding 
Dr. Stern for his untiring effort, and in 
eulogizing him as a fellowman, as a teacher 
and a preacher, and as an earnest follower 
of his Master. The evening’s offering was 
most gratifying, and has been turned over 
to the committee to use it to purchase some 
lasting memorial to Dr. Stern’s 25 years 
of successful leadership at Emanuel. Th's 
memorial will be in the form of additional 
pieces of pulpit furniture, there to serve 
as silent reminders of the congregation’s 
love for their pastor aid their sincere ap- 
preciation of his work. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. H. Kehm, Supt. 


The Bethany Family had a delightful 
Easter. The program as arranged and 
used for years by Dr. More was carried 
out. The cantata by the Girls’ Glee Club 
and the Boys’ Chorus was exceptionally 
well rendered and the friends who came 
to hear it, as well as the family, were not 
only entertained, but entered into the 
spirit of the program in a fine manner. 


The treats that we have been getting for 
the past few years were on hand. These 
included eggs and a piece of ham and a 
chocolate egg for each child from the 
First Church of Easton. This year there 
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was added to this a half pound bag of 
jelly eggs for each child, donated by the 
Young Men’s Bible Class of New Goshon- 
hoppen Sunday School, 


One of our neighboring Sunday Schools 
has been supplying us with ‘‘layer’’ cakes 
and this, with a treat of iee cream, gen- 
erally made the menu for our supper. This 
year we had the cakes but, for some rea- 
son or other the ice cream failed to arrive. 
On Monday the firm supplying the ice 
cream treat phoned and advised us that the 
order had been overlooked and that we 
would get the ice cream on Sunday. Of 
course we did not have the two at once, but 
perhaps it is just as well to have the cake 
at one time and the ¢ream at another. 
Just so we get it, that’s the main con- 
sideration. 


A LETTER FROM MISSIONARY NACHE 
Dear Bro, Leinbach:— 


After asking you to send us the ‘‘ Mes- 
senger’’ to San Francisco, I felt I was 
asking you a big favor. But I want to 
tell you, and I speak for Mary, too, that 
there was nothing we enjoyed more since 
we left San Francisco last Friday than 
those three copies of the ‘‘Messenger,’’ 
Somehow or other one gets married to the 
‘‘Messenger,’’? and it is hard to get along 
without it. The next copy we expect to 
greet and welcome us when we get to the 
front door of our home in Akita, Japan. 

Tomorrow morning we are due in Hono- 
lulu—a spot we enjoyed in 1920 when we 
went out, and which we expeet to enjoy 
equally as much this time. Our voyage so 
far has been delightful. All of the seven 
Naces seem to take to the sea. We flourish 
on it. The other evening we stepped on 
the scales and both Mary and I tipped 
the mat 170 pounds. I told Mary that I 
thought it was now time for her to diet. 
We are truly thankful for good health. 

We have not been entirely without 
duties. On the 8. §S. ‘‘California,’’ com- 
ing from N. Y. to Los Angeles, I preached 
on two successive Sundays, while Dr. Kei- 
fer conducted the service. Last Sunday 
morning on this steamer I had the entire 
service, including sermon. I am hoping 
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they will anchor to one of the other mis- 
sionaries on board to take the job next 
Sunday. 

Thanking you again for so kindly send- 
ing us those ‘‘Messengers,’’ and hoping 
you can read this scrawl written as the ship 
tosses from side to side with a vengeance. 


With kindest regards and all good 
wishes, I am, 
Fraternally, 
—I. G. Nace 


CEDAR CREST GIRL WINS SCIENCE 
PRIZE 


(Sauer Kraut Experiment Proves Lack of 
Vitamin Content) 

Lucy Van Syckle, a sophomore at Cedar 
Crest College, Allentown, has received 
notice from Dr. Neil E. Gordon, head of 
the Department of Chemical Education, 
The Johns Hopkins University, that her 
article describing an experiment in the ¢on- 
tents of sauer kraut as a food will be pub- 
lished in the April number of the ‘‘ Journal 
of Chemical Education.’’ This publica- 
tion, which is in the hands of every high 
school and college teacher of chemistry, 
deals with problems of chemistry in the 
world today. 

Miss Van Syckle described and made 
illustrations of the experiments on white 
rats at Cedar Crest College during the last 
four months. The rats which were fed ex- 
clusively on sauer kraut had less resistance 
and finally died, presumably on aecount of 
the lack of vitamin A in sauer kraut. This 
merely proves that sauer kraut is probably 
not a perfect all-around food. 

The paper also deseribes the experiment 
in which the rats were inoculated with 
various diseases. The power of various 
antiseptics was tested by the ability of 
the rats so treated to throw off the dis- 
ease. Every ounce of food fed the animals 
was weighed; and the students learned the 
scientific method of conducting an experi- 
ment over a long period of time. An au- 
topsy was held in the case of each rat 
that died. Miss Esther Engle, head of the 
chemistry department, also showed the stu- 
dents the results on the bodies of the ani- 
mals of scarcity of vitamin content in 
their foods. 
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Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 


SURPRISING VISITS 


Text, John 19:20, ‘‘When therefore it 
was evening, on that day, the first day of 
the week, and when the doors were shut 
where the disciples were, for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, 
and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.’’ 
’ We are so familiar with the fact of 
Jesus’ resurrection that we can hardly ap- 
preeciate the feelings, which were in the 
hearts of the disciples and other friends 
of Jesus from the time He died on the 
cross until He arose from the tomb. 

They had such a high regard for Jesus 
and the wonderful things He had said and 
done that they could not understand why 
He should die on the cross. When His 
body lay in the tomb they were filled with 
such disappointment and gloom and _ sor- 
row that they thought everything was 
over and had ended in failure. 

During Holy Week, and especially on 


Good Friday, we try to enter into the spirit 
of that solemn season and feel sorrowful 
for all that Jesus suffered and endured for 
our sakes, but the knowledge of Jesus’ 
resurrection influences us so much that our 
grief cannot be as real as was that of 
Jesus’ friends between His erueifixion 
and resurrection. We know what they did 
not know. The Easter joy flashes up like 
an aurora borealis lighting up the gloom 
of Good Friday. 

Jesus had told His disciples everything 
that was going to take place, but they did 
not seem to understand and believe. Jesus 
had said (John 13:19), ‘‘From henceforth 
I tell you before it come to pass, that, when 
it is come to pass, ye may believe that I 
am He.’’ Matthew, Mark and Luke relate 
three statements that Jesus made concern- 
ing His resurrection. In Matthew 16:21 
we read: ‘‘From that time began Jesus to 
show unto His disciples, that He must go 
unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things 
of the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and the third day be raised 
up.’? In Matthew 17:22, 23: ‘‘And while 
they abode in Galilee, Jesus said unto 
them, The Son of man shall be delivered 
up into the hands of men; and they shall 


kill Him, and the third day He shall be 
raised up. And they were exceeding 
sorry.’’? And in Matthew 20:17-19: ‘‘ And 
as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, He 
took the twelve disciples apart, and on 
the way He said unto them, Behold, we go 
up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall 
be delivered unto the chief priests and 
seribes; and they shall condemn Him to 
death, and shall deliver Him unto the Gen- 
tiles to mock and to scourge, and to ¢eru- 
cify: and the third day He shall be raised 
Wpa? 

In view of all this it seems hard to un- 
derstand why the disciples had such 
trouble to believe in Jesus’ resurrection. 
Of course, it was so unusual that it seemed 
impossible, 

It seems that the risen Christ first ap- 
peared unto some women. As has been 
often said, the women were the last at the 
cross and the first at the tomb. St. Luke 
gives us a very interesting account of how 
the women found out that Jesus had risen 
from the tomb. He says, ‘‘But on the first 
day of the week, at early dawn, they came 
upon the tomb, bringing the spices which 
they had prepared. And they found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb. And 
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they entered in, and found not the body 
of the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, 
while they were perplexed thereabout, be- 
hold, two men stood by them in dazzling 
apparel: and as they were affrighted and 
bowed down their faces to the earth, they 
said unto them, Why seek ye the living 
among the dead? He is not here, but is 
risen: remember how He spake unto you 
when He was yet in Galilee, saying that 
the Son of man must be delivered up into 
the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, 
and the third day rise again. And they 
remembered His words, and returned from 
the tomb, and told all these things to the 
eleven, and to all the rest. Now they were 
Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary 
the mother of James: and the other women 
with them told these things unto the apos- 
tles. And these words appeared in their 
sight as idle talk, and they disbelieved 
them. 

St. Luke tells us very emphatically that 
the apostles did not believe what the 
woinen said to them about the risen Christ, 
and that it seemed to them as idle talk. 
But that evening they had a surprising 
visit. I will let St. John tell you about it: 
‘‘When therefore it was evening on that 
day, the first day of the week, and when 
the doors were shut where the disciples 
were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood in the midst, and saith unto them, 
Peace be unto you. And when He has said 
this He showed unto them His hands and 
His side. The disciples therefore were 
glad, when they saw the Lord. Jesus 
therefore said to them again, Peace be un- 
to you: as the Father hath sent Me, even 
so send I you. And when He had said this, 
He breathed on them, and saith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Spirit: whose soever 
sins ye forgive, they are forgiven unto 
them, whosoever sins ye retain, they are 
retained.’’ 

That was a surprising visit to those sad 
and gloomy apostles, with doubting and 
unbelieving hearts, but it had a wonderful 
effect upon them. All their doubts were 
dispelled, all their gloom passed away, and 
their hearts were filled with joy. That 
visit changed the whole course of their 
lives. 

But, unfortunately, Thomas, one of the 
twelve, called Didymus, was not with them 
when Jesus came. The other disciples 
therefore said unto him, ‘‘We have seen 
the Lord.’’ But he said unto them, ‘‘ Ex- 
cept I shall see in His hands the print of 
the nails, and put my finger:into the print 
of the nails, and put my hand into His 
side, I will not believe.’’ 

One week later there was another sur- 
prising visit. Again we hear St. John tell 
about it: ‘‘And after eight days again His 
disciples were within, and Thomas with 
them. Jesus cometh, the doors being shut, 
and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be 
unto you. Then saith He to Thomas, 
Reach hither thy finger, and see My hands; 
and reach hither thy hand, and put it into 
My side: and be not faithless, but believ- 
ing Thomas answered and said unto Him, 
My Lord and my God. Jesus saith unto 
Him, Because thou hast seen Me thou hast 
believed: blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed.’’ 

These two surprising visits of the risen 
Christ made a world of difference in the 
disciples. It seems that He was anxious 
to have Thomas also in the group of be- 
lievers in His resurrection that His high 
priestly prayer might be fulfilled, when 
He said, ‘‘ While I was with them, I kept 
them in thy name which thou hast given 
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An increasing number of people 
are now spelling it, ‘‘Suite, suite 
home,’’ 


Me: and I guarded them, and not one of 
them perished, but the son of perdition 
(Judas); that the scripture might be ful- 
filled.?? 

Since then the risen Christ has made 
many surprising visits, but they need not 
be surprising if we heed His admonition: 
‘*Therefore be ye also ready; for in anh 
hour that ye think not the Son of man 
cometh, ’? 


HOME EDUCATION 


“*The Child’s First School is the Family’’ 
—Froebel. 


CHILDREN’S FEARS 
Mrs. Nestor Noel 


Some children have more fear than 
others. Often children can give no reason 
for their fears. Fear, it seems, is, of all 
emotions, the most unreasonable. If the 
little one’s confidence is gained and the 
mother exercises much patience, she may 
in time discover the cause of the fear, and 
then she can try to remove it. There is 
no use trying to overcome fear unless you 
understand the reason for it. 

Perhaps you have been most careful in 
the way you have brought up your little 
girl, You have never told her ghost 
stories; you have, as far as you know, 
protected her from hearing anything that 
would frighten her. You have done your 
best, but where is your child when not in 
your sight? Another child or a nurse or 
a servant may have frightened her.  Per- 
haps she has been bound to secrecy. <A 
mother should always get the confidence of 
her child; there should be no secrets be- 
tween them. 

Of course a child should never be 
scolded for being afraid nor laughed at. 
These fears seem very real. Do not we 
ourselves occasionally wake up in the 
middle of the night trembling all over? 
You know how vivid a nightmare ean be! 
Sometimes we have to turn on the electric 
light and walk about in order to shake off 
the obsession of the dream. 

A child will, naturally, ery out and eall 
its mother when it wakes up afraid of 
some weird, unknown danger. The mother 
needs to be very quiet and gentle at such 
times, but a little more wisdom displayed 
earlier would in many eases have prevented 
the unhappy dream. Late, heavy suppers 
should be avoided. They are a very com- 
mon cause of nightmares and frights. 

Early training has much to do with a 
child’s fear. If we do not help the little 
girl to overcome them, she is likely to 
grow up to be a nervous woman. Fear is 
easier to handle in youth than it is later 
on. 

IT once heard a woman ask a child: ‘‘Are 
you afraid of the dark?’’ 

*€O, no,’’? was the answer. 
be morning again.’’ 

All children are not as sensible as this 
one, and it is wise to give the matter 
serious attention. If the little girl is 
afraid of the dark, to say, ‘‘There is 
nothing to be afraid of,’? will seldom sat- 
isfy her, but if you go with her to inves- 
tigate the dark corners again and again 
she will gradually become convinced that 
they are quite harmless. 

Kindness and ready sympathy will do 
much to overcome a child’s fears. A happy 
child is seldom afraid; therefore let us 
keep our children as happy as we can. 


“¢Tt will soon 


“‘The early training given children in 
the kindergarten is of untold value in shap- 
ing for good the lives of little ones. Per- 
sonally, I have always been anxious to 
have our public school system give all 
children the advantage of kindergarten 


training.’’—L. N. Hines, President, Indi- 
ana State Normal School, Terre Haute. 

One of the first duties of a community 
towards its young citizens is to provide 
kindergarten education, yet there are many 
places where no such provision has been 
made. If your community has no kinder- 
garten, you cannot do better than write to 
the National Kindergarten Association, 8 
West Fortieth Street, New York, for in- 
formation and adviee. 


The Family Altar 


By Ambrose M. Schmidt, D. D. 
April 15 to 21. 


Practical Thought: The Christ of the 
Gospel our Only Comfort. 


Memory Hymn: 
Longer Now.’’ 


““Jesus Lives! No 


Monday, April 15—Comfort for God’s Peo- 
ple. Read Isaiah 40:1-11. 


Surely the chosen seemed like unto re- 
jected ones; the children in bondage like 
unto bond-servants. Israel in distress 
needed comfort. The challenge was for a 
sincere and thorough preparation. The 
comfort and assurance was that her time 
of warfare was accomplished and her in- 
iquity pardoned. Moreover, the promise 
was that the Lord Jehovah would come 
and feed His flock like a shepherd. The 
lambs He would gather in His arms and 
earry them in His bosom. Our only ¢om- 
fort in life and in death, is found in our 
ood Shepherd, our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
has been feeding His flock and leading it 
into green pastures along the pathway of 
peace, 

Prayer: 

““ Jesus, my Shepherd, let me share 
Thy guiding hand, Thy tender care; 
And let me ever find in Thee, 


A refuge and a rest for me.’?? Amen. 


Tuesday, April 16—God Comforts Elijah. 
Read 1 Kings 19:9-18. 


Elijah has not been the only prophet of 
the Lord who sat down under his Juniper- 
tree and longed for the end. Elijah’s 
strength, physical and spiritual, had been 
spent in the great contest with the priests 
of Baal. Weakness readily lends itself 
to despondency. God, however, did not 
leave Elijah alone in his weakness. He 
strengthened and comforted him, and set 
him on his way for a period of further 
service. So the dear Lord is ready to 
strengthen and comfort us, when we are 
weak and discouraged, then when we are 
refreshed, He sends us out to serve Him 
and others. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, strengthen and ¢om- 
fort us that we may be ready for every 
contest, and for every duty that we meet 
on life’s pathway. Keep us steady when 
we face our temptations and give us the 
victory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 

Amen. 


Wednesday, April 17—God Comforts His 
People. Read Amos 9:11-15. 
Sometimes we grow very discouraged. 
The work of the Chureh seems to move for- 
ward so slowly. and the world rushes along 
carrying multitudes in its flood-tide. Dis-— 
couraged we ery out, ‘‘How long, O Lord, 
how long!’’ Discouraged? Yes. Let us 


THE PASTOR SAYS— 
By John Andrew Holmes  —S>_ | 


Profanity is a strong language in 
the mouth of a weak person, 
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remember, however, that when the clouds 
hung very heavy over Israel, and their 
harps were hanging on the willows, then 
it was that God promised to them their 
restoration. Perhaps He is awaiting the 
day when we, His people, will listen more 
attentively, and follow more faithfully 
where He leads. Moreover—it will be 
only then that He ean find us ready to be 
comforted. 
Prayer: 
**O Thou from whom all goodness flows, 
I lift my heart to Thee; 
In all my sorrows, conflicts, woes, 
O Lord, remember me.’’ Amen, 


Thursday, April 18—Jesus the Comforter. 
Read Luke 4:14-19, 


Among the many graces that attracted 
the multitudes to Jesus, were His words 
of comfort and His sympathetie touch. The 
children loved Him and the mothers 
brought their babes, that He might lay 
His holy hands upon them. Where there 
was sickness, or sorrow, or sin-burdened 
souls—or even death, He stood by help- 
fully, touched, healed, gave new life and 
comforted the multitudes, who were as 
sheep without a shepherd. He is still the 
divine Comforter. He is with us, in and 
through His Holy Spirit, to touch, heal, 
speak, guide and lead us on and into the 
way of all truth. 

Prayer: Help us, O Christ, to be kindly 
in thought, generous in deed, gracious and 
sympathetic in manner. Make us more 
Christlike that we may comfort others. 
Amen. 


Friday, April 19—Jesus Comforts Martha. 
Read John 11:17-27. 


There is one thing that our Lord Jesus 
has done for us, that no other person could 
do, and that is—He has comforted us in 
our darkest hours. His voice with its 
**Peace be Still,’’ has reached our hearts 
when all other voices seemed but empty 
sounds. Martha and Mary wept for a loved 
one gone. Jesus dried their tears and filled 
their hearts with a new joy. His ‘‘I am 
the resurrection and the life,’’?’ has eome 
to us as a holy comfort when we stood by 
the tomb of some loved one. This word of 
comfort has been falling like a great bene- 
diction upon His people through all these 
eenturies, and will continue to be the 
Christian’s source of joy and eternal hope 
forever-more. 

Prayer: Comforter Holy, give unto us 
sight that the realm of the unseen may 
become very real to us. When the dark- 
ness deepens help us to see the Light 
Eternal shining along our pathway, guid- 
ing us unto the eternal home. Amen. 


Saturday, April 20—Another Comforter. 


Read John 14:15-24. 


Let us remember that God is not afar 
off. He is here. He is with us and in us. 
Thus in some way He has been always in 
the world. The ‘‘Another Comforter’’ 
was sent of the Father, through the Son, 
to abide with us forever. The Holy Spirit, 
the Spirit of the Christ glorified, is here 
to guide, strengthen and comfort us. He 
is, when we follow Him, our pathway to 
peace. He, when we listen to Him, will 
teach us the truth and reveal to us the 
Father’s will. The Holy Spirit awaits re- 
ceptive hearts. He will fill us with Him- 
self now, if we open our hearts and let 
Him in. 

Prayer: 

“Great Comforter, to Thee we cry; 

O highest gift of God most high, 

O Fount of Life! O Fire of Love! 

And sweet Anointing from above! 


Kindle our senses from above, 

And make our hearts o’erflow with love; 
With patience firm, and virtue high, 
The weakness of our flesh supply. 
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So shall we not, with Thee for Guide, 
Turn from the path of life aside.’’ 
Amen. 


Sunday, April 21—Comfort in Sorrow. 

Read Psalm 30:1-5. 

Sorrow has filled our hearts. It is a 
time when noise and confusion distress us. 
Silence brings time and opportunity for 
meditation. The ‘‘Still Small Voice’’ is 
given a chance to be heard. Words of 
comfort are not shouted from the house- 
top, but are whispered low, and we need to 
be quiet to hear them. Sorrows may come 
to us, but we need not sorrow as others 


who have no hope. Somewhere in our 
Father’s House our loved ones are alive 
and are waiting for us. Comfort ye, 


therefore, one another with such words. 
Prayer: Bring us light and peace, dear 

Lord, as we stand under the clouds of sor- 

row. Comfort us with a faith and a hope 


that will always keep bright within us, 
lighting our way to the Paradise of God. 
Amen. 


Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S, DeChant 
Remember, long before Christmas I 
promised you a ‘‘ Violets Blue’’ poem by 
one of our Birthday Club folks,—the poet 
sister of a poet brother in a home in 

Phoenixville? Well, here it is: 


Violets Blue 


Whatever you do, 
Do with violets blue; 
Whether you walk along 
Or stand singing a song; 
Do it with violets blue. 


When you don’t know what to do 
Smell some violets blue; 
When you can’t go out 
Because you have the gout, 
Smell some violets blue. 


—Catherine Funk (Aged 9). 


It was first printed in our Rey. William 
Y. Gebhard’s ‘‘East Vincent Messenger’? 
as was this other one of Catherine’s: 


Our Father’s Work 


God cares for the flowers in the field, 

And His children He will surely shield; 

To work in, He gave us the light, 

And to sleep in, the night. 

He will ever guard us with His might. 

He gave us sunshine and the rain, 

And He gave us the ocean and the golden 
maine; 

He gave us little birds, 

And to thank Him, He gave us words; 

But best of all through His Son He gave 
us love. 


“Violets Blue’’ greetings to all my boys 
and girls who are grateful to God for the 
Spring-time. 

S’more new members—24! Greetings 
to 9 new members from Alexandria; 2 from 
Huntingdon; 1, Fort Loudon; 2, Gettys- 
burg; 4, York; 1, Seven Valleys; 3, Jacob- 
us, Penna., and 2 from Buffalo, N. Y. 


When the impassioned orator held out 
his arms and wailed pathetically, ‘‘Have 
any of you ever suffered the pangs of 
hunger?’’, a girl in one of the front seats 
nearly broke up the meeting by audibly 
remarking, ‘‘I’ll tell the world! I was 
twenty minutes late for lunch today.’’ 


The little group of country folk had 
been watching the band play for several 
minutes. They had never seen a trombone 
before, and the player of that instrument 
received particular interest. Finally, one 
farmhand nudged another with his elbow. 

‘¢Come on,’’ he said, ‘‘it’s a fake. He 
don’t swaller it every time.’’—Okla, 
Whirlwind. 
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“An egotist,’’ remarks ‘‘Life,’’ ‘‘is the 
man who when kissing his betrothed mur- 
murs that he must be the second happiest 
person in the world.’’ 


A romantic young man of Rangoon, 
With a lute by the light of the moon, 
Sang, ‘‘I’ll die for your, love,’?’ 
When a voice from above 
Said, ‘You will, if you don’t shut up 
soon,’? —Ex. 


Salesman (at shirt counter )—‘‘ Looking 
for something in a shirt, madam??? 

Irate Woman—‘‘Yes, indeed! About 
165 pounds, and he’s kept me waiting here 


for nearly an hour.’’—Country Gentle- 
man. 


CHRIST EVER PRESENT 


When thou turnest away from ill 
Christ is this side of thy hill. 


When thou turnest toward good 
Christ is walking in thy wood. 


When thy heart says, ‘‘ Father, pardon! ?? 
Then the Lord is in thy garden. 


When stern Duty wakes to watch, 
Then His hand is on the latch. 


But when Hope thy song doth rouse, 
Then the Lord is in the house. 


When to love is all thy wit, 
Christ doth at thy table sit. 


When God’s will is thy heart’s pole, 
Then is Christ thy very soul. 


—George Macdonald. 


FOOL HILL 


Rose Brooks 


Bruce Chilton, young and popular mathe- 
matics instructor at Elton Academy, pre- 
paratory school for boys, paced uneasily 
up and down his comfortable study, his 
thoughts far from the books with which 
the walls were shelved. 

““Tt isn’t that he hasn’t tried, the poor 
kid,’? he muttered savagely to himself. 
‘*Why can’t McAllister understand that 
some brains go blank over declensions and 
conjugations?’’ McAllister was the Latin 
professor whose methods were, in most 
cases, effective, though severe, ‘‘ Well, 
I’ve got to stop him, if that’s his game, 
and I’ll wager my last dollar it is.’’ 

Anyone listening to the worried mutter- 
ings might have fancied it was McAllister 
himself whom Bruce Chilton planned to 
stop, but the truth was that a very differ- 
ent figure filled his thoughts. 

‘‘Haven’t I strolled into his room time 
and again, during study hours?’’ The 
young instructor paused before his shelf 
of Dickens to put the question. ‘‘ Plugging 
away, the best he could, too, and looking 
more fagged than any fifteen-year-old lad 
has a right to look. Much he knows about 
it!’?’ Again his worry directed itself 
against McAllister. ‘‘To flunk out, when 
he’s doing his best! Why wouldn’t he be 
ready to cut and run? No, sir, he’s not 
going to, not if I’m worth my salt at 
reading signs and timetables. It’s the 
8.15, or I miss my guess.’’ 

Consulting his watch, the young instrue- 
tor seized his hat, and swiftly and softly 
ran down the two flights of stairs to the 
commons room. Five minutes past eight, 
his wateh had told him, when he hastily 
left his study. At quarter before e ght, 
every boy had reported himself, according 
to school rule, and ten minutes thereafter 
the entire dormitory had settled to study 
quiet. 
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Hight-seven, and Bruce, ostensibly look- 
ing at a magazine, heard footsteps tip- 
toeing downstairs. Had he guessed right? 

As the footsteps faltered, having reached 
the hall, Bruee stepped briskly out of his 
hiding and saw precisely what he hoped, 
and expected to see. 

‘¢Hello, David!’’ he greeted the boy, 
who, at sight of him, was stricken to a 


statue. ‘‘Looking for me, to get permis- 
sion to take out your laundry after 
hours?’’ David Martin, in best hat and 


overcoat, and carrying a pigskin suitcase, 
looked bound for a journey, rather than 
for a casual, overlooked laundry errand, 
as no one knew better than the young in- 
structor who faced him. 

“‘You’ve been looking for me in my 
study, I suppose,’’ went on the pleasant 
voice. ‘‘The fact is, I’m uneasy myself 
tonight, and am going out to walk it off. 
If you’re in no hurry about this laundry, 
suppose you come with me, David. I’d 
like your company. Or have you too much 
studying to do? We’ll be back in an 
hour.’’ 

‘No, sir,’’? said David, acting about as 
intelligent as a sleepwalker. ‘‘Yes, sir, I 
mean, of course I’d like to go to walk with 
VOUiSit 

“‘Good,’’ said the pleasant voice ‘of 
Bruce. ‘‘Here, stow your bag of laundry 
in this closet, out of the way, till we come 


back. You can take it over to Mrs. 
O’Brien in the morning, can’t you?’’ 
‘Yes, sir,’’? said David, in a daze, 


wondering what ‘‘Brucey’’ would say if 
he opened the bag before his eyes and 
showed him what was packed therein, 

‘‘Suppose we hike out the back road as 
far as the bridge. We ought to make it, 
and back, in just about an hour.’’ 

‘‘Yes, sir,’? said David, falling into 
step, and giving an involuntary start as a 
sharp whistle cut the air and announced 
the onrushing 8.15. 

‘«There’s the old 8.15,’’ remarked Bruce 
indifferently. ‘fGlad I’m not on her this 
fine night.’’ 

‘¢Ves, sir,’’ said David, and for ten Jong 
minutes dead silence fell. 

‘«David,’’ Bruce broke the silence softly, 
‘‘how’s your Latin coming along? If 
every boy in my matematics class were 
such a wizard at problems as you are, I 
guess the Latin department would go out 
of business.’’ 

David gave a quick gasp as his only an- 
swer. 

‘¢Vou see,’? Bruce went on evenly, ‘‘you 
and I have heads after the same pattern, 
David, and when I remember how I aimost 
sank out of sight at school, because I 
ecouldn’t get my gray matter to absorb 
declensions and conjugations, I can’t help 
wondering if the Latin comes easily to 
you.’’ 

‘¢Basily! Me!’? exploded David. ‘‘ Why, 
Mr. Chilton, McAllister, I mean Professor 
McAllister says,if I don’t pass this term, 
it’s all up with—’’ 

But Bruce was talking serenely on. 

‘¢Same kind of heads, David. Don’t you 
know that almost always brains that can 
see through mathematical problems like 
lightning are numskulls at languages, 
specially dead languages? It’s true as 
you live. I’m not much as a story-teller, 
but seeing you cut after my own pattern 
takes me back to the time I was your age, 
David. You’re making a better job of it 
than I did.??” 

‘‘Me?’’? David’s end of this amazing 
conversation was, it seemed to consist 
mainly of monosylables. 

‘(A far better job of it. When I was 
your age, David, I came within an ace 
of running away from sclfool, on account 
of Latin, and a Latin professor who 
eouldn’t get it through his head I wasn’t 
just fooling away my time.”’ 

‘‘That’s what—’’ began David, only to 
be silenced by Bruce’s even-flowing tale. 

‘¢You can keep a secret, so I’m going to 
tell you the whole tale. Try as I would, 


I couldn’t keep those Latin nouns and 
verbs sorted out in my head, and the hard- 
er I plugged the worse the muddle, till 
the Lat:n professor was for flunking me 
out of school.’’ 

““That’s what—’? again attempted 
David, but the tale went evenly on, 

‘*And once out of that school, there was 
no getting back again—just as it is here 
in Elton. My mother and father came and 
talked to the school and talked to me, and 
when I felt sure I’d never make it, if I 
didn’t lay my plans to run away! Packed 
my bag, and all but made it, too.’’ 

““Why didn’t you?’? managed 
““Somebody stop you???’ 

‘Right you are, somebody stopped me. 
I made it safely to the station, and I 
nearly stopped myself, thinking of my 
father and mother. They always played 
such a square game with me.’’ 

““Mine do,’’ said David. 

‘*But you see I was only fifteen, and I 
didn’t know what to do. Well, there I 
was at the station, three minutes ahead 
of time,.and if that train wasn’t late!’? 

‘*No! 2 

“*Half an hour late. And old Jim, the 
station agent, and a great friend of mine 
and of every boy in school, somehow sized 
up the whole deal. I’ve often wondered 
how he knew.’? 

David cast a sidelong glance at Bruce, 
striding along beside him, but kept dis- 
ereet silence. 

““And Jim took me into his little room 
at the station and talked to me so simply 
and kindly that he turned me right-about 
face. ‘You’re going to leave your baggage 
here with me, my lad,’ I can hear him yet, 
‘and cut back to your room before anyone 
discovers you’re out. I’ get your bag to 
you, and never you worry. You’ve just 
been over Fool Hill, my lad, and it’s a 
climb every likely boy and girl takes, once 
in a lifetime. Lucky it is for you you’ve 
had a safe climb, and no harm done.’ ”? 

“*Wool Hill?’’ breathed David. ‘‘What’d 
he mean, Foo] Hill?’’ 

“Tt is a funny name, isn’t it?’’? agreed 
Bruce, laughing. ‘‘Hits the nail on the 
head, though. He meant almost every boy 
and girl does something, along about that 
age, that he or she’s going to be terribly 
sorry about, later on. Think how I should 
have felt, to disappoint my father and 
mother that way. ‘But the worst is dis- 
appointing yourself,’ that’s what old Jim 
told me.’’ 

“Did you get back to your room all 
right??? asked David with keen interest, 
only to add, ‘‘But I don’t see how you 
managed about your Latin if you did get 
back. ?? 

““That’s the best part of the story. Old 
Jim staked me to a few tutoring lessons.’’ 
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‘*Yes, sir, that’s what he did. Said he 
didn’t have a boy of his own, Said he’d 
rather spend money that way than any 
way he knew. Said he wanted the fun, all 
to himself, of seeing me square on my feet 
after my climb over Fool Hill.’’ 

““My father doesn’t approve of outside 
tutoring,’’ said David. ‘‘He thinks—’’ 


**So did mine. But old Jim was right. 
A few tutoring lessons made a lot of 
things plain. You see I wasn’t ashamed 
to ask the tutor questions I should have 
been ashamed to ask before the boys in 
class.’? 


“‘That’s it. That’s why—’’ But David 
was still not permitted to finish his sen- 
tences. 


“‘That’s why,’’ Bruce took the words 
out of his mouth, ‘‘that’s why I’ve been 
meaning for some time to ask you how 
your Latin is coming on. Because if it is 
anything like the bugbear to you that it 
was to me, I thought, perhaps, just in 
memory of old Jim, I-eould pass on to you 
some of the things that tutor taught me. 
They’ve always stuck in my mind like 
burrs, probably because they pulled me so 
far over the safety line that I never again 


David. 
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was in danger of being flunked out of 
school.’? 

The bridge has long since been reached 
and the two hikers were well on their 
homeward way when Bruce reached this 
point of his story. 

Five minutes of silence, and Bruce, to 
break the spell, went easily on. 

“*You think it over, my lad. There’s 
nothing I’d like better than to give you 
a hand, in memory of old Jim. If you 
need it, that is.’’ 

‘*Need it!’’ exploded David. ‘‘But you 
know everything better than I can tell 
you. Laundry! You never thought—’’ 

““Not a word!’’? commanded Bruee. ‘‘I 
asked you to help me walk off a restless 
fit. You take your bag up to your room, 
and I’ll go to mine and get down a Latin 
book that we’ll soon be poring over to- 
gether. Don’t you forget, David, we can’t 
let the mathematics department get licked 
by the Latin department.’’ 

‘“Why should you bother with me?’” 
asked David, directly, and stopping in his 
tracks for the answer. 

*“Don’t you forget our brains are cut on 
the same pattern,’’ said Bruce. 

“*You’re doing it,’’ said David man- 
fully, ‘‘because you know I was making 
full tilt for old Jim’s Foo] Hill.’? 

“‘No! Were you bound there, too?’” 
asked Bruce so innocently that next 
minute they both laughed like two firm 
pals, as indeed they were. 

““Fool Hill!’? exploded David. 

‘“Now you’ve had your ¢limb, forget 
it,’’? said Bruce. ‘‘Remember what old 
Jim said. ‘Lucky it is for you you’ve had 
a safe climb and no harm done,’?? 

Arrived at the door of the dormitory, 
David held out a bashful hand. ‘‘Thank 
you,’’ was all he could manage at first. 
Then, as Bruce’s strong hand gripped his: 
“‘The mathematies department won’t get 
licked, as far as I’m concerned. I’m 
ashamed, sir—’’ 

“*Forget it,’’ said Bruce. ‘‘You bet the 
mathematics department won’t get licked, 
while you and I are both in it. Don’t 
take it so hard, my lad! Don’t you forget 
I’ve been over every step of the same old 
Fool Hill.’? 

[All rights reserved] 


After the motor accident the unfortu- 
nate victim was carried into a house near 
by. A few minutes later a smartly-dressed 
young man ran up the steps and rang the 
bell. 

““Excuse me,’’ he said to the maid who 
opened the door, ‘‘can I see the gentleman 
who was brought in here a few minutes 
ago??? 

“*T’m afraid not,’’ replied the girl; ‘‘he 
hasn’t come to his senses yet.’’ 

**Good!’’ exclaimed the other. ‘*That7It 
just suit me fine. I want to sell him an- 
other car.’? 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO—BEHEADED WORDS 
No. 3 


1. Eastern; 2. Preach; 
Flashes; 5. Paired; 6. Charm. 


3. Strait; 4% 


HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE IN RHYME 
No. 3 


My first is in rich, but not in poor, 

My second’s in help, but not in eure. 

My third is in many, but not in few, 

My fourth is in Church, but not in pew. 

My fifth is in white, but not in black, 

My sixth is in nail as well as in tack. 

seventh’s in burn, but not in heat. 

eighth is in square, but not in street. 

My ninth is in round, but not in long, 

My tenth is in sang, but not in song, 

My whole is a popular summer seat of 
learning. —A. M. 8. 
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WHAT THE CHURCH OFFERS TO THE 
WORLD 


The Church offers fellowship with God 
and Christ and with the best men of the 
past and present. 

Its fellowship with the host of believers 
throughout the world is a comradeship of 
loyalty, of worship, of social and moral 
amelioration, of common endeavor for vie- 
tory in the inner life. 


The Church Offers: 


A moral foundation upon which e¢om- 
merce may be established and character 
may be built. 

A center of human interest. 

An opportunity for unselfish service. 

The loftiest personal ideals. 

The finest fellowship. 

The greatest moral adventure in human 
experience. 

A program for personal living. 

A social passion that will build a new 
social order. 

A vital contact with the great elements 
of culture. 

A faith that destroys all fear. 

A source of power unparalleled. 

A place of leadership for every man 
who possesses real ability. 

An assurance of ultimate victory. 

The Church Offers to Men: 

A solution of the problem of sin. 

A thorough toning up of their inner 
lines. 

A method of expression for the very 
things that men desire to express. 

Comfort and strength when trials come 
and sorrows weigh upon the heart. 

An enlargement of life’s meaning. 

Guidance in life’s endeavors. 

An assurance of life’s outcome. 

The Church Offers: 

A message of courage and hope. 

The gift of wisdom in times of perplex- 
ity. 

The assurance of perfect peace. 

Emancipation from ignorance through 
the truth which makes all men free. 

The power of eternal life. 


In the face of such a presentation of the 
opportunities for personal enrichment and 
altruistic service, the old question, ‘‘Can 
a@ man be saved outside of the Church?’’, 
seems curiously cheap and irrelevant. 

(From the New Years’s message from 
the Churehes to the people of America, 
prepared by Dr. Charles Stelzle with the 
co-operation of one hundred ministers se- 
lected by him, as summarized in the 
‘Christian Century.’’) 


FAIR WARNING 


By ‘‘Now and Then’’ 


Never in the history of civilized nations 
have children, and especially children of 
public school age, been the object of so 
much study, observation, consideration and 
intensive helpfulness and development as 
they are today. This is especially true in 
this country. Jesus was the first to pro- 
claim the priceless value and the true im- 
measurable possibilities of children. Math. 
18:6, freely translated, would be, ‘‘ Whoso- 
ever putteth an impediment in the way of 
a child, to the full and free development 
of its highest possibilities, had better have 
a mill-stone hanged about his neck and be 
drowned in the depths of the sea.’’ That 
was a terrific rebuke to those who, at the 
time, sought to prevent the children from 
coming to Jesus. It also was a fair warn- 
ing for all men and for all time. 

In this 20th century A. D., the foremost 
nations are slowly beginning to realize the 
significance of Christ’s words, and the 
child and its possibilities, actual and po- 
tential, are becoming the objects of the 
greatest concern to leading educators, both 
secular and religious. 

The States, with the objective of mak- 
ing good citizens of all children and youth, 
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Modern 
are exercising an increasing control over 
the child:en, in some instances to an ex- 
tent which seems to encroach on the rights 
of parents. This is an encroachment which 
needs careful watching, if some day we are 
not to awaken to the fact that the train- 
ing and parental control of children have 
been altogether taken over by the State. 

The school terms are slowly being 
lengthened to ten months everywhere pos- 
sible, as they should be—and more and 
more of what should be done by parents 
is expected to be done by the instructors. 
The intensive study of childhood and 
youth, carried on during recent years, has 
shown that the old belief that a four, or 
even two months vacation was necessary 
for the child’s health, is fallacious. 

A public school can function 12 months 
in the year without any detrimental effect 
whatever upon the mental or physical 
health of the child, provided that the in- 
struction imparted during the months now 
called vacation months is of such a char- 
acter as to conform to the vacation spirit. 


Already thousands of children spend one-- 


half a day from two to six weeks in the 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools. Many secu- 
lar educators have their eyes on this vaca- 
tion time of the public schools. Why 
should this time be lost in useless activi- 
ties? Why should not the State use all, 
or part, of this time in an especially pre- 
pared summer curriculum for public school 
children? 

There may be some reasons why this 
should not be done, but reasons or not, in 
some parts of England the regular public 
school term is already being extended into 
the summer vacation period. The term is 
conducted, so far as possible, out of doois. 
The studies deal largely with nature and 
physical training, This, at present, is ex- 
perimental, but the results obtained so far 
bid fair to indicate that the summer ex- 
tension school may become one of the most 
valuable, enjoyable and useful ways for 
providing secular education. There is 
very much to be said for it. There is no 
reason why the State could not conduct 
great summer teaching and training camps, 
for children and youth, far more success- 
fully and beneficially than the present pri- 
vate and corporate summer training camps 
which are attended by a comparatively 
favored few of our children. Millions of 
our children, and especially those of the 
great cities rarely have an opportunity to 
spend a week, much less a month, in the 
beautiful open spaces of our nation. Such 
publically maintained vacation camp 
schools for public school children would be, 
it seems, an untold blessing to countless 
children and the most profitable venture 
for health and citizenship building a State, 
or the nation, could undertake, and the 
possibilities are that before many years 
pass away some State or States will be 
putting this into practice for at least some 
of the grades. If the project is a success 
it will become a nation-wide custom. 

If this system of summer extension edu- 
cation is established, then the Church may 
prepare itself to say ‘‘Good bye’’ to all 
of its Daily Vacation Bible Schools and 
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summer training camps. 

The Church, in part, has realized that 
the vacation period is its most valuable 
time for the religious instruction of its 
children. Commendable progress has been 
made in the Daily Vacation Bible Schools, 
but on account of the indifference of many 
pastors and people toward this movement, 
it is not as yet, and would not for many 
years, at the present rate of progress, be a 
sufficiently strong institution to be con- 
sidered if any State should establish vaca- 
tion courses. Hence fair warning is given 
to all pastors, priests and rabbis, that if 
those responsible for the religious educa- 
tion of our youth do not begin at once to 
make the most strenuous efforts to utilize 
the vacation time of children and youth 
for religious educational purposes, THE 
STATES WILL CLAIM THIS TIME FOR 
THE SECULAR EDUCATION OF THE 
CHILDREN. 

The man who deceives himself the most 
is the one who believes that the State will 
never engage in such a venture. The time 
is not far distant when some States will 
start a partial summer public school ex- 
tension course, and the possibilities of 
such courses are so great that it will be 
only a matter of time before they are ex- 
tended to include all grades practicable. 
If the Church does not make use of its 
opportunities now it will have only itself 
to blame when it finds it has no summer 
time remaining for religious instruction 
because the State has taken over all the 
time of the children. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The book ealled ‘‘Stories For All the 
Year—Everyday Life Stories Religiously 
Interpreted,’’ written by Sara Ward Stock- 
well, I can recommend most heartily. I 
advise every mother to read it and adopt 
it into her life. It will develop in girls 
and boys the spiritual side of life and en- 
noble their thoughts and actions to a high- 
er degree. It will enable parents and 
children to see God’s love in everything 
around them and make them all more ap- 
preciative of the blessings He so bounti- 
fully bestows. So few people are able to 
see this and know the joy of gratitude to- 
ward our Heavenly Father. Reading this 
book and applying it during the day will 
brighten the home, school and play of the 
child and the parents as well. 


THE FIRST CREED 
By Harris Franklin Rall 


Each phrase of the Lord’s Prayer is a 
confession of faith. 

No, not the first creed. 
how faith first came, 


Who ean tell 


‘When the fizst man stood God-conquered, 
With his face to heaven upturned?’’ 


It is the first Christian creed that I 
have in mind, and it goes back to Jesus 
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Himself. A man’s creed is the deep con- 
viction by which he really lives. This 
creed of Jesus is found in a passage we 
know as the Lord’s Prayer. 

In a very real sense we may say that the 
Lord’s Prayer contains the creed of Jesus, 
the faith by which He lived and died; that 


it is the first Christian creed. Not all of 
the Christian faith is here, of course. The 
form, we know, is that of a prayer. Yet 


each phrase of that prayer is a confession 
of faith, a faith so lofty, so simple and 
yet so adequate for common life and com- 
mon men that it may well be studied from 
this angle. Let us translate the prayer 
into the creed that it contains. 

“‘Our Father’’—I believe in the God of 
all goodness. There are many questions 
that this strange world of ours stirs up in 
the heart of man; there is none that 
reaches deeper than this: Can I believe in 
a God that is good? Is the world blind 
energy? Is brute force on the throne? Is 
the last reality of this universe things or 
a person? Jesus bade man look up and 
dare to say, ‘‘Our Father.’’ 


The God of All Power 


‘*Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 
name’’—I believe in the God of all power. 
It is not enough to believe in love and jus- 
tice: we have all found these somewhere, 
some time, in our world. The question is, 
are these an incident in life or are they 
the power that will finally rule? It is not 
enough to have a good God for our re- 
treats of prayer and places of worship: 
“Is this good God on the world’s throne? 
Do the movements of the spheres and the 
destinies of history rest with Him? 
Heaven means here not place but power. 
Jesus calls men to a faith that bows in 
reverence while it lifts its heart in a cour- 
ageous trust. 

“*Thy kingdom Come, Thy will be done’’ 
—I believe in the coming rule of God. 
Jesus did not mean by the kingdom the 
tule of some autocrat by external force. 
It meant for Him the sway of a new spirit 
in all the life of men, the Spirit of God; 
sometimes he simply uses the word life in 
its place. It meant the rule of truth and 
peace, of justice and mercy; for this inner 
spirit was to shape and form all the life 
of mankind. History was for Him no blind 
drift of events or unmeaning cycle, end- 
lessly recurring. He believed in a great 
shaping purpose and He expected a ¢on- 
summation that waited beyond the ignor- 
ance and bitterness, the stupidities and 
eruelties that marked His day, as they do 
ours. And so He believed in the will of 
God, not as some burden laid on man, but 
as the glorious goal of humanity. 

‘*Give us this day our daily bread’’—I 
believe in the God of all care. The world 
of His day was a simpler world and mod- 
ern science had not yet been born with its 
idea of an invariable order obtaining in 
all events. Yet Jesus knew of an order in 
nature: ‘‘First the blade, and then the ear, 
and then the full corn in the ear.’’ His 
prayer ruled this out no more than it 
ruled out the labor of the farmer who 
prayed, ‘‘Give us our bread,’’ and then, 
as in His parable, ‘‘went forth to sow.’’ 
But Jesus saw something more than this 
order, and something more than man’s 
toil. It was the God whose power was 
over all and whose merey reached to all. 
The strength of arm by which we labor, 
the order of nature which makes possible 
our science and our mastery of its forces, 
these spoke for Jesus of God’s wisdom 
and His care. 

“*Porgive us our trespasses’’—I believe 
in the God of merey. The God of Jesus 
was no sentimentalist, and for Jesus good 
stood against evil with a difference never 
to be blurred or ignored. But He believed 
in forgiveness as a way of overcoming evil 
and in a God who used that way to lead 
men from evil to good. 


*fAs we forgive’’—I believe in the law 
of mercy as the way for men. No for- 


giveness except for the forgiving! And 
forgiveness, the spirit of divine good- 


will between man and man, as the only 
way for humanity! Never did any age 
bear clearer witness to the need of this 


article in Jesus’ creed than this age.. We 
have tried selfishness and force: we have 


insisted on our rights and sought to im- 
pose our will, and the threatened peril of 
a common destruction is not yet averted 
from our race. There is another way. 
Here, too, it is not sentimentalism or in- 
difference to right and wrong that Jesus 
intends. This mercy means clear-eyed jus- 
tice, but justice in that highest sense, a 
divine order in which men and nations 
shall work together that all may have the 
fullest chance at the highest good of life. 
But that will come, as peace itself alone 
can come in the world, not with grudging 
concession or calculating give and take, 
put with a spirit of genuine good-will. 

‘“And deliver us from evil’’—I believe 
in the redeeming God. ‘So Jesus believed, 
not in a God who sat apart from men, giv- 
ing them laws, coming at last with judg- 
ment. Or yet simply in a God who for- 
gave when men came to Him in penitence. 
God was like the father who went out to 
meet the erring son on the way. Let us 
dare to say: God is like the spirit that was 
in Jesus, the spirit that suffers and serves 
as it seeks to win men to a higher life. 
The infinite Spirit is a spirit of self-giv- 
ing love that moves, creative and redemp- 
tive, through the ages, lifting the world 
to a higher and richer life. 

Here ends the prayer, but there is more 
in the creed that it contains. Let us put 
it in two added words, both involved in 
the words that form the heart of this 
creed, ‘‘Our Father.’ 


Our Father: My Brother 


““Pather’’—to say that is to confess our 
faith in men as children of God. Add this 
then to the creed: I believe in men. Men 
are not yet children of God. But they are 
made for that and they can become that. 
That is democracy—faith in men. That 
is Christianity—faith in men. That is 
our hope for a new world of justice and 
peace, not paets and laws—they will help 
—but that men may rise to a new insight, 
a new spirit. 
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‘Our Father.’’ All the way through it 
runs, not I and mine, but we and our. No 
man has the right to say ‘‘Our Father’’ 
who will not say ‘‘My brother.’’ There is 
no room here for Nordie pride or the ¢on- 
tempt of race for race. Differences re- 
main between man and man, and they are 
not little, but that. which unites us runs 
far deeper than that which divides. And 
then the faith in human solidarity. In the 
end no nation will permanently hold its 
prosperity or peace that builds on selfish- 
ness. Not till we learn to say ‘‘we’’ and 
‘four,’’? not till we catch the vision of a 
common good and work together for that 
goal, shall mankind move on toward abid- 
ing peace and a larger life.——Editorial in 
‘*Chicago Sunday Tribune.’’ 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Third Sunday after Easter, April 21, 1929. 


Comfort For God’s People 
Isaiah 40:1-11. 


Golden Text: As one whom his mother 
comforteth, so will I comfort you. Isaiah 
66:13. 

Lesson Outline: 1. Pardon. 
tion, 3. Power. 4. Promise. 

A long period of time intervenes be- 
tween our previous lesson and this one. 
Both are found in the great collection of 
sermons, parables, and poems that bears 
the name of Isaiah, but they were not 
written by the same hand. Isaiah lived in 
the eighth century B. C. Into that tumul- 
tuous and decadent world he cries his 
warnings and exhortations. But the for- 
tieth chapter of the book takes us into a 
new world. Both Samaria and Jerusalem 
are fallen. Forty years, now, Judah has 
languished in Babylonian captivity, yearn- 
ing for the homeland and longing for the 
recovery and restoration of the Holy City. 


2. Prepara- 
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Then Cyrus appears on the scene. He con- 
quers Babylon, and his decree of libera- 
tion (538 B. C.) enables a‘’purified and 
sanctified remnant of the Judean exiles to 
return to Jerusalem. 

Such is the historical background of our 
lesson, which reads like a prose-poem. Four 
voices blend in it, proclaiming the infinite 
grace of God and arousing new hope and 
courage in the heart of a people whose 
sin had been great and whose affliction 
had been heavy. It was good tidings then. 
And it still is good tidings. History may 
change, but the heart of man remains the 
same under all the changing conditions of 
time. We, too, need to hear the message 
of the four voices that speak in our lesson, 
for our comfort and for the quickening of 
our courage. 

I. Pardon, ‘‘Comfort ye, comfort ye 
My people, saith your God. Speak ye com- 
fortably to Jerusalem; and ery unto her 
that her warfare is accomplished, that her 
iniquity is pardoned, that she hath re- 
ceived of Jehovah’s hand double for all 
her sin.’’ 


Thus speaks the first voice. It is the 
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voice of a gracious God, proclaiming par- 
don to a sinful nation. That is the be- 
ginning of the good tidings—God is a par- 
doning God. Not an inexorable Judge nor 
unrelenting Creditor who exacts the 
last farthing that men owe Him. True, 
even in this tender melody of grace we 


hear the minor strain of the inevitable 
doom of sin. ‘‘She hath received of Je- 
hovah’s hand double for all her sins.’’ 


They had laughed at Isaiah, a hundred and 
fifty years ago, when he preached to way- 


ward and wicked Jerusalem. Swift and 
sure, he said, are the judgments of a 
righteous God. But Judah mocked the 


preacher and scorned his earnest call to 
repentance. Now Jerusalem lay in ruins. 
Here exiled people knew that God cannot 
be mocked, though men may scorn His mes- 
sengers. And, now, to a penitent people, 
God proclaims His pardoning grace. ‘‘As 
one whom his mother comforteth, so will 
I comfort you.’’ 

Greater words than these one cannot find 
in the whole Bible. They are the heit- 
motif of the gospel of Christ. In His hfe 
these glad tidings became incarnate, He il- 
lustrated, as it were, God’s eternal and 
abiding attitude towards men, which is 
like that of a mother yearning to comfort 
her child. 

We, too, need comfort—a ‘‘fort within’’ 
the heart such as only God can give us. 
There are many capitals today, desolate 
like Jerusalem; many nations who have re- 
ceived of Jehovah’s hand double for all 
their sins. God’s grace matches man’s 
universal need of strength, courage, and 
hope. The divine music of the heavenly 
voice that speaks in our lesson has thrilled 
many generations. In it God Himself lays 
siege to the heart of man, pleading for 
penitence and promising pardon. Blessed 
are they who hear and heed the gracious 
voice. They shall be comforted. 

II. Preparation. ‘‘Prepare ye in the 
wilderness the way of Jehovah; make 
level in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be exalted, and every 
mountain and hill shall be made low; and 
the uneven shall be made level, and the 
rough places a plain: and the glory of Je- 
hovah shall be revealed, and all flesh shall 
see it together; for the mouth of Jehovah 
hath spoken it.’? Thus spake the second 
voice. The first was addressed to the deso- 
late heart of the exiles. It was a promise 
of pardon. This voice speaks to their 
hands and feet. It is a call to service. 

The paradox of religion is that the com- 
fort of God makes men most uncomfort- 
able. Instead of lulling them to sleep, it 
lures them to great ventures. And thus 
the glory of Jehovah is revealed in his- 
tory. Too often this divine comfort be- 
comes a mere sedative. Those who claim 
and proclaim it remain the passive recipi- 
ents of the grace of God in a wilderness- 
world that is full of mountainous iniqui- 
ties. They even tell us that it is imperti- 
nent, yea, impious, to talk about promot- 
ing the kingdom of God, whether in the 
individual or in our social order. That is 
God’s work. He calls men to salvation, 
but not to service. 

But the prophet sounds another, and 
truer, note. Great work had to be done 
to recover and restore Jerusalem and make 
it the central shrine of a great faith in 
Jehovah. Quite literally these exiles had 
to ‘‘prepare in the wilderness the way of 
Jehovah; make level in the desert a high- 
way for our God.’’ The comfort of the 
pardoning grace of God was to them, not 
a sedative, but a mighty dynamic. It re- 
leased and increased their energy. It for- 
tified their heart, and it multiplied their 
strength. Directly successive expeditions 
wend their way from Babylon to Jerusa- 
lem. The city is rebuilt, and the nation 
re-established. Thus the glory of the Lord 
was revealed to all flesh. 


Even so it must be today. The one in- 
tolerable thing is that those who have 
tasted the grace of God’s salvation should 
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remain complacently inactive in such a 
world as ours. They are saved to serve. 
We, too, must prepare the way for the 
coming of God’s kingdom, beginning in 
our heart and home. And when our heart 
is set right with God, we must lend our 
aid to set the world right with Him. To 
follow Christ, one must hear and heed the 
voice that proclaims comfort and the voice 
that demands consecration to service, 

III. Power. ‘‘The voice of one saying, 
Cry. And one said, What shall I ery? All 
flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof 
is as the flower of the field. The grass 
withereth, the flower fadeth, because the 
breath of Jehovah bloweth upon it. Surely 
the people is grass, The grass withereth, 
the flower fadeth; but the word of our 
God shall stand forever.’’?’ Thus spake the 
third voice. And this is a stern and 
solemn reminder of the frailty of man, 
and of the futility of all human endeavor. 
The workers come and go, but the work 
goes on. We are indeed ealled to service, 
but we are merely the servants of the 
Lord. It is His word that shall stand for- 
ever. 

The truth proclaimed by this third voice 
was writ large in the experience of the 
exiles. Their strength was withered, and 
their glory had faded. Where were the 
great and godly men of yore, their pro- 
phetie leaders and guides? Where were 
the strong men and mighty to make a way 
for Jehovah in the world ruled and ruined 
by great military despotisms? This 
promise of pardon and this call to service 
came to a people scattered and leaderless. 
They were like a flock without a shep- 
herd. 

Many centuries have passed by since 
then, and God has wrought many changes 
in the world through men whom His grace 
has made mighty in spirit. But much more 
remains to be done to establish His rule. 
And the magnitude of the task overwhelms 
us. What is it that assures us of the ulti- 
mate triumph of our cause? Not the 
strength of man. Not our human forces, 
nor our material resources. That is, truly, 
like unto a fading flower. Our strength is 
in God. Our trust is in His word. His 
promises are sure, and His power never 
wanes. 

Perhaps our age needs especially to be 
reminded of its impotence, for we are in- 
toxicated with a sense of our power. Man 
has achieved many marvelous victories 
since the voice of the prophet spoke to 
the exiles in Babylon. He has conquered 
earth, sea, and sky. He has harnessed all 
the forees of nature to his machines. But 
he has not yet conquered himself. He is 
still the slave of his selfishness. And that 
is the conquest we must achieve in order 
to prepare in the wilderness the way of 
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Jehovah. There all our machines and all 
our material riches fail us. Only God can 
conquer the stubborn and selfish heart of 
man. Only His grace can win that last 
and greatest victory. 

IV. Promise, ‘‘O thou that tellest 
good tidings to Zion, get thee up on a 
high mountain; O thou that tellest good 
tidings to Jerusalem, lift up thy voice 
with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; 
say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your 
God! Behold, the Lord Jehovah will come 
as a mighty one, and His arms will rule for 
Him; Behold, his reward is with Him, and 
His recompense before Mim. He will feed 
His flock like a shepherd, He will gather 
His lambs into His arm, and carry them 
in His bosom, and will gently lead those 
that have their young.’’ Thus spake the 
fourth and final voice. Like the first, it 
strikes the note of comfort. But its ac- 
cents are even more tender. And, mingled 
with its tenderness, is the note of triumph. 
To the exiles it meant their return to 
Jerusalem and the restoration of the Holy 
City, for the Almighty was their Shepherd. 
To us it means even more. All the glad 
promises of the gospel of Christ for our 
life here and hereafter find their warrant 
in these glad tidings to Zion, The Lord 
is our shepherd. Therefore we shall not 
want. So tender is the truth of God as 
Jesus proclaimed it. So great is the good 
news that we are called upon to publish to 
all mankind. In our lesson it is the voice 
of an unknown prophet that proclaims the 
glad tidings to the exiles in Babylon. Jesus 
had put the same song into the hearts of 
millions. Gradually the world hears its 
music and joins in the anthem of praise 
to the Almighty. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


April 21—The Wonder of the Bible. .Isa. 
55:8-13; Matt. 5:17-19; 2 Peter 1:19-21. 
By common consent the Bible is ac- 

knowledge to be the most wonderful book 

there is. There is none other like it. From 
whatever angle we approach it the wonder 
appears and grows upon us. The better 
we know it the more remarkable it be- 
comes. It is an old book, portions of it 
are 6,000 years old, and yet it is ever new. 
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It never grows stale; it has a freshness to 
it like the morning dew. It is wonderful 
in its structure, in its character, in its 
contents, in its message and in its influ- 
ence on human life, 


1. Its Structure. The Bible is a library 
of 66 books. These books were written by 
many different authors, living thousands 
of years apart from each other. And yet 
there is a unity about it which is abso- 
lutely amazing. There is one golden 
thread running through it from beginning 
to end. It has passed through many ver- 
sions and translations; it has spoken its 
message in many languages, and its integ- 
rity has been preserved and its contents 
remain unchanged. There are many peo- 
ple, readers and lovers of the Bible, who 
know not its origin, nor the way in which 
we came to have a Bible. The men who 
wrote the Bible did not know that they 
were writing such an immortal book. Many 
of the things recorded in this book at first 
existed as a kind of folk lore, traditions 
which had passed from one generation to 
another by word of mouth. Then some 
scribe or seribes wrote these things down 
on parchment or perhaps on the skins of 
animals. These writings were then as- 
sembled together. They may have been 
one or more narratives pertaining to the 
same subject. They were put together in 
as consecutive an order as possible. Be- 
cause of the scarcity of skin on which they 
were put, some of the vacant spaces were 
filled up with material out of its historical 
connection. This accounts for some por- 
tions not properly related to each other in 
point of time and meaning. These scatter- 
ed portions were assembled into certain 
groups, known as historical, poetical and 
prophetical, so far as the Old Testament is 
concerned, and into Gospels, and Epistles 
in the New Testament. Later on these 
sections were divided into books, usually 
taking their names from their first words 
or their general contents. Thus the first 
book is ealled Genesis, which means be- 
ginning. The second is called Exodus be- 
cause it treats of the exodus of the ehil- 
dren of Israel from Egypt. The next is 
called Numbers because it contains the 
census of the people. The next, Leviticus, 
contains the laws which the Levites ob- 
served. Deuteronomy means the second 
law; Joshua contains the record of the 
achievements of this great leader in Israel. 
Judges is the record of Israel under rulers 
called judges. Kings is the record of Is- 
rael under the rule of Kings, and Chroni- 
cles means simply a record of different his- 
torical events. Then there are poetical 
books like the Psalms, which formed the 
hymn book of the Jews in their worship. 
The prophecies were gathered together in- 
to four major books named Isaiah, Jere- 
miah, Ezechiel, and the Book of the 
Twelve. This constitutes practically the 
whole Old Testament. The arrangement 
in the New Testament was quite similar. 
The life of Jesus, written by four authors, 
was named the Gospels. Then follows a 
book of the Acts of the Apostles, and the 
last section contains letters written by 
Apostles to newly founded Churches. It 
was still later that these books of both the 
Old and New Testaments were divided in- 
to chapters and verses. There were other 
writings which were at hand, so that what 
we now have as our Bible is actually a 
selection from all the writings which then 
existed. 


2. Its Nature, The Bible is called the 
Word of God. This does not mean that 
God wrote it with His own hand or dic- 
tated it word for word like to a stenogra- 
pher. The Bible was written by men, ‘‘holy 
men, who were moved by the Spirit of 
God.’’ Every author has left the impress 
of his own personality, his own mind upon 
his work. There is a diversity of style and 
a difference of approach to a given subject. 
It is the Word of God because its princi- 
pal subject is God. It is preeminently a 
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book of religion. It is not intended to 
teach philosophy or science or metaphysics, 
but to tell us how God wrought through the 
ages among His people. Whatever science 
or philosophy there may be in the Bible 
is there as the writers in their day under- 
stood it. Great changes in these realms 
of knowledge have taken place since then, 
so that we do not go to the Bible for the 
latest information on those subjects. The 
Bible is literature, the literature of a peo- 
ple who had a great passion for God, al- 
though their knowledge of the scientific 
world was very limited. It is the record 
of the experiences which nations and indi- 
viduals had in their relation to God. The 
printed word contains the Word or revela- 
tion of God. This revelation is what the _ 
kernel is to the outer shell. It is this in- 
ner substance and reality which makes the 
Bible the Word of God. We should ever 
seek to find this beneath the husks of the 
word of man in this Book, 


3. Its Contents, What a wide range of 
subjects the Bible contains! Here we have 
prose and poetry and prophecy. We have 
the record of the rise and fall of nations, 
of kings, of individuals. Here we have 
biography, legislation, history, ethies and 
all phases of human experience. We have 
lights and shadows, lofty mountains and 
deepest depths. We have joy and sorrow, 
righteousness and sin, hope and despair, 
life and death, heaven and hell, all in 
vivid and concrete forms presented to us. 
There is scarcely any thought or emotion 
or human impulse which does not appear in 
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some form or other. There is no theme 
that is not suggested somewhere in the 
Bible. It is the treasure trove of the hu- 


man mind, the thesaurus of all noble and 
beautiful and true ideas and ideals. It 
contains the way of life. It tells men what 
to do and what not to do. It depicts in un- 
mistakable colors the rewards of righteous- 
ness and the results of sin. It is the most 
practical book in the world. Men of all 
ages have gone to it for counsel and ad- 
vice. They have gone to it to satisfy and 
gratify every mood of life. In sorrow they 
have found their comfort, in joy their stay, 
and when heart and flesh failed, their all 
in all. 

4. Its Influence. No 


book has ever 
meant so much to the world. Men have 
taken fresh courage from its pages. They 


have lived better lives because of it and 
they have died more peaceably by reason 
of it. It has influenced young and old, 
Sinner and saint, educated and illiterate. 
It has built up civilizations and changed 
the fate of empires and nations. It has 
influenced music and art and architecture 
and literature. It has worked its way into 
every land and speaks its message in every 
tongue. It has affected every government 
in the world and has been the basis of 
every worthy law and every noble endeavor. 
Blot the Bible out and civilization will go 
to wreck and ruin. 
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The Bible is indestructible. It is an im- 
pregnable rock of Holy Seriptures. Men 
have levelled their guns of eriticism and 
their anathemas at it; they have ridiculed 
it, they have banished it, but they have 
never been able to destroy it. It still 
marches on, ‘‘the biggest seller’’ of today, 
deepening its influence and bearing its 
message in ever widening circles. 

The wonder of the Bible appears in that 
it is the only book which says, ‘‘Thus saith 
the Lord.’’ It is the only book which 
brings people to their knees. It is every- 
where in evidence and is reverenced and 
respected by all. It is the ideal and stand- 
ard of the truth and is placed into the 
hands of the living as a guide and into the 


hands of the dead as a passport into 
heaven. 
Someone has wisely and _ beautifully 


made this observation:—‘‘To what strange 
uses men have put the Holy Scriptures! 
They have made the Bible a quarry for old 
slate and sandstone and marble. Or an 
armory for opposing denominations to find 
the wherewithal for blithe and never ceas- 
ing warfare. Or else it is an ice-house for 
the cold storaging of ancient myths and 
outward creeds. And they have missed the 
truth, the Bible is a mighty poem, sonant 
with the everlasting surge of human long- 
ing, and vibrant with the breath of the 
Spirit of the Living God.’’ 
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A curtailment program in oil output, 
drafted by four regional committees repre- 
senting possibly 80% of the potential pro- 
duction in the United States, Mexico and 
South America, has been adopted unani- 
mously by the directors of the American 
Petroleum Institute. The principal pro- 
ducers are pledged to limit production in 
the current year to the average output of 
1928. The plan went into foree April 1. 
The next step that will be taken is a 
world compact. Preliminary plans to that 
end are already under way. 

France has been drawn into the inter- 
national controversy over the sinking by 
the United States Coast Guard of the 
Canadian rum-running schooner ‘‘I’m 
Alone.’? The seaman who was drowned 
in the sinking of the vessel, was a French 
citizen. Secretary Kellogg has stated that 
information thus far received was not de- 
finite as to whether the ‘‘I’m Alone’’ was 
within one hour’s steaming distance of the 
United States shore when she was first pur- 
sued. The controversy has aroused the 
League of Nations because the law gov- 
erning territorial waters is now ill-defined. 

Dr. Isadro Ayora, who has been Pro- 
visional Président of Eeuador since 1926, 
has been elected Constitutional President 
of the Republic. 

The sum of $6,500 was recently paid for 
a presentation copy of Charles Dicken’s 
<<Tale of Two Cities,’’ inscribed by the 
author to his friend, Charles Lever. 

Bishop Charles Henry Brent, of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Western New York, 
president of the World Conference on 
Faith and Order, died suddenly at Lau- 
sanne, Switzerland, March 27. He was 66 
years old. 

A gift of $1,000,000 from Edward S. 
Harkness as a personal tribute to the late 
Cleveland H, Dodge, has been announced 
by the Near East College Association. Mr. 
Dodge had started the $15,000,000 cam- 
paign for an endowment of the colleges 
of the Near East. 

Air mail service between New York and 
the Pacifie Coast will shortly be doubled, 
the Postoffiee Department has announced. 


This will give New York mail a ‘‘second 
morning’’ delivery on the Pacific Coast. 

President Hoover has issued a proclama- 
tion designating May 1 as Child Health 
Day, urging associations interested in the 
subject to bring a nation-wide understand- 
ing of the importance of conserving the 
health of youth. 

The 46,000-ton North German Lloyd liner 
‘““Huropa,’’ one of the two sister ships 
with whieh German merchant shipping 
hoped to win the blue ribbon of the Atlan- 
tie was ruined in a $3,000,000 fire at Ham- 
burg March 26, 

Governor Huey P. Long, of Louisiana, 
is facing impeachment. 19 charges have 
been filed in the House of Representatives 
against him. 

President Hoover has accepted the 
honorary presidency of the Boy Scouts of 
America and former President Coolidge 
has accepted an honorary vice-presidency 
according to an announcement made by 
James E. West, chief Scout executive. 


General Maurice Sarrail, who played an 
important role in the first battle of the 
Marne, and who was for a time command- 
er-in-chief in Salonika, died several days 
after General Foch and was buried with a 
simple, but impressive ceremony at Les 
Invalides. 

Resumption of excavation work at Tel 
Nasbes, north of Jerusalem, by Professor 
William F. Bade, of the Pacific School of 
Religion, has resulted in the unearthing 
of a dozen Israelite houses between the 
years 1100 and 1200 B. C. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Kellogg sailed 
March 29 for a vacation and rest in Paris 
and London, Before departing the former 
Secretary of State received a parchment 
scroll of appreciation from the citizens’ 
non-partisan committee. 

About 27,500 persons were killed in 
motor vehicle accidents in the United 
States last year, an increase of 7% over 
the preceding year, according to a nation- 
wide survey covering all but three States. 
With about 25,000,000 motor vehicles regis- 
tered in the country at the close of last 
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year, the fatality toll means that one per- 
son was killed for every 900 cars. On an 
average were killed in 
motor vehicle accidents during each day of 
last year, or about 530 each week. 

By a unanimous vote March 28 the 
Michigan State Senate passed the Watson 
bill repealing the statute which makes life 
imprisonment mandatory for fourth offend- 
ers, including violators of the Prohibition 
law. 

General Charles G. Dawes, former Vice- 
President, sailed March 28 with ten mem- 
bers of the Financial Commission, which 
will make a study of Santo Domingo’s bud- 
get at the invitation of the Dominican 
Government. 

Henry J. Allen, former Governor of 
Kansas, who was publicity director of the 
Hoover Presidential campaign, will be ap- 
pointed Senator from that State as sue- 
cessor to Vice-President Curtis. 

New York State in 1927 produced 15% 
of the nation’s manufacturers. Pennsyl- 
vania stood next. Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, 
New Jersey and Massachusetts followed in 
order, 

A giant 20-passenger Imperial Airways 
air liner left Croydon, England, aerodrome 
March 30 on the first stage of an inaugural 
flight over the route to India. 

Thousands of war widows and war 
maimed received special Easter gifts total- 
ing $100,000 from the Hindenburg fund 
collected in honor of the President’s 80th 
birthday. Since his inauguration as Chief 
Executive in May of 1925, President von 
Hindenburg, of Germany, has not known 
a day’s illness. 

Ten thousand persons made a pilgrim- 
age to the Garden of the Gods, Colorado 
Springs, Col., early Easter morning and 
attended the services conducted by minis- 
ters from the Protestant Churches. 


Myron T. Herrick, our Ambassador to 
France, died suddenly at the embassy in 
Paris, March 31. The first funeral cere- 
monies were held at the embassy when 
Premier Poincare delivered the address 
and later at the American Pro-Cathedral 
attended by 1,000 leaders of French pub- 
lic life. The body was taken to the United 
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States aboard the 10,000-ton cruiser On Feb. 12 the 80th birthday of Mrs. Dahl rolling all ministers in the Sustentation 
‘«Tourville,’’ the newest fighting unit of was celebrated at her home. She has been Fund and in securing the raising of the 
the French Navy. Later a funeral service a member of the Church and society for Fund in all our congregations. 

will be held in Cleveland, Ohio, the home 30 years. The women presented her with a We trust, however, that all the members 
of Ambassador Herrick. France paid full pot of beautiful primroses. At the monthly of Classis will appreciate the work now 
military honors such as never before paid meetings the society is studying ‘‘What being ey. by our informants, and will 
to any foreign Ambassador. Mr. Herrick ’s3 Next in Home Missions.’’ Mrs..Ida Kind- assist j#eih in getting consistories to do 
only son and the latter’s wife had accom- erman is the teacher. The lessons have their part in raising the Fund. 

panied him to France, The son only re- been instructive as well as interesting, and If you should be so unfortunate as to 
cently returned to the United States and greatly enjoyed by all those in attendance. have in your Classis one or more consistor- 


will receive the body on its landing in 
New York. 

The resignation of Federal Judge Win- 
slow, of New York, was received and ac- 
cepted by President Hoover. This action, 
similar to that taken by Judge English, of 
Missouri, it is believed will end the in- 
quiry now under way by the members of 
the House Judiciary Committee. 

The personnel of the American delega- 
tion to be headed by Hugh 8. Gibson, Am- 
bassador to Belgium, at the meeting of the 
Preparatory Commission of the League of 
Nations on armament limitation at Geneva 
on April 15, has been announced. 

Storms which struck part of the South- 
west and Middle West and some Eastern 
States April 1 caused the loss of 11 lives 
and heavy damage to property. 

Brander Matthews, critic, educator and 
playwright, died March 31 at his home in 
New York City, at the age of 77. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev, F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


The campaign for the enlargement of 
Phoebe Home has begun. Campaign head- 
quarters have been opened in the brick 
residence at the Home. 


The President of the Eastern Synod, 
Rev. E. W. Lentz, Bangor, Pa., has issued 
a call to the Presidents of the several 
Classes of the Synod, and the Trustees of 
the Home for a meeting for April 9. 


The object of the meeting is to consider 
general plans for the campaign for the 
funds necessary to enlarge the Home. 


The eleven Classes of the Synod have a 
communicant Church membership of 134,- 
000. The Home can at present accommo- 
date only 30 guests. That is less than one 
guest for every 4,000 of her membership. 
There are fraternal organizations who are 
caring for an average of one and a half to 
two guests for every 1,000 of their mem- 
bership. 


We are aiming to enlarge Synod’s Home 
so as to increase its capacity to about 100 
beds. This is necessary to meet the urgent 
needs of the Synod at this time. 
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Woman’s Missionary 


Society News | 
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Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor 


-Notice: The spring meeting of the W. 
M. S. of Gettysburg Classis will be held 
at Trinity Church, Gettysburg, Pa., April 
8, 1929. First session 9.30 A. M.; after- 
noon session, 1.30 o’clock; closing session 
7.30 P. M. Rev. A. V. Casselman, D. D., 
will be the guest speaker at the evening 
session. 
Mrs. Allen Luckenbaugh, Cor. Sec’y. 


The W. M. S. of Messiah Church, Phila- 
delphia, is wide-awake in all its activities. 
Their Thank-Offering was $105.62. The 
playlet, ‘*‘Wilma’s Four Pennies,’’ was 
given by two of the members and one of 
the girls from the Girls’ Missionary Guild. 


Mrs. Minnie A. Reitz, Counsellor of St. 
John’s Guild, Tamaqua, writes: ‘‘ Fifteen 
of our G. M. G. girls have a perfect attend- 
ance for the year. Five haven’t the book 
‘Prayers for Girls.’ Have you any other 
book costing 35 cents that would be good 
for the other ten?’’  ‘‘Kept for the Mas- 
ter’s Use,’’ 35¢, an exposition on the Guild 
Hymn, was recommended and ordered. Are 
these not faithful girls? 


WHY GO INTO THE UNION 
(Continued from page 2) 


fellow-believers in other communions. And 
the first thirty years of the Synod’s his- 
tory witnessed successive organic unions 
with no less than four kindred organiza- 
tions. This new project is just a long 
stride forward on the path so boldly 
marked out by our fathers nearly ninety 
years ago. 

We also weleome this movement whole- 
heartedly because it gives to all of us a 
new challenge and a new vision. The fine 
system of educational institutions and the 
extensive and flourishing mission fields to 
which the United Church in America will 
fall heir if the union is consummated re- 
presents added inspiration for every branch 
of Kingdom work and a real challenge to 
more earnest consecration. If there are 
any among our people who are unwilling 
to do more and better work for their Lord 
and His Kingdom than they are now do- 
ing they should by all means vote against 
the proposed organic union. 

After all, the project is really an adven- 
ture in faith; faith in the glorious ideal 
of our common Lord, faith in the aims and 
the program of our fathers, and faith in 
our fellow-Christians in the other com- 
munions. At the coming district confer- 
ences, let us make our decision from that 
point of view and seek only to discover 
whether or not we may go forward to- 
gether with these other communions in 
order to do more effectively what each has 
been trying to do separately.—(Cover Page 
Editorial in ‘‘The Evangelical Herald,’’ 
St. Louis.) 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


The Board of Relief is very anxious to 
have its members visit the Classes to give 
first-hand information concerning our Re- 
lief and Sustentation work and also to 
consult with ministers and elders as to 
the best method of securing our Sustenta- 
tion quotas in backward congregations. 
And to what extent we may assist pastors 
and consistories in giving our people a 
better understanding of the great benefit 
the Church will receive from the comple- 
tion of our pension fund. 

But owing to the fact that so many 
Classes meet on the same date this year, it 
will not be possible for the officers and 
members of the Board to visit many 
Classes. We are, therefore, depending on 
our informants to do this work for the 
Board. We appreciate the fact that 
throughout the entire Church, the Classes 
have selected representative men of wide 
experience and good judgment to serve 
as informants. In several Synods we have 
had conferences with these men and in all 
cases we have found them to be very care- 
ful and efficient in caring for our aged 
and disabled ministers and widows in the 
Relief Department, And we are sure they 
will render equally efficient service in en- 


ies in which the members do not read and 
are not informed as to what other de- 
nominations are doing and therefore op- 
pose the raising of the Fund, you should 
select elders who understand the subject to 
visit them and if possible get them to see 
that the pension will benefit the Chureh 
far more than the preacher. Because it 
will enable us to retain men now in the 
ministry who think of quitting because of 
small salaries and we will be able to se- 
cure young men of greater promise and 
ability to enter the ministry. 

No one, two, or three consistories in a 
Classis will refuse to raise their quotas 
when they find that all consistories made 
up of intelligent men are going on with 
the work. We ask for the hearty support 
of all our ministers and laymen in Classes, 
consistories and congregations and we 
must have it if we are to succeed in ¢on- 
gregations that up to this time have done 
nothing for the Fund. 


—J. W. Meminger, Secretary. 
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ELDER G. EDWARD ECKHARDT 


First Church, Toledo, O., suffered the 
loss of one of its most faithful members in 
the death of Elder G. Edward Eckhardt. 
He was highly esteemed and loved by a 
wide circle of friends, who were drawn to 
him by his generous spirit and sterling 
Christian character. In expressing their 
heartfelt sympathy, the consistory spoke 
of Mr. Eckhardt as ‘‘a loyal and faithful 
member of his Church, an unassuming man, 
universally loved by the people. His good 
example and unfailing devotion will long 
be remembered. For many years he served 
as deacon, elder and trustee, and he will 
be remembered as a champion of those 
things making for the moral and spiritual 
uplift of the people. He was a member 
of the building committee of the present 
Church and, for more than 14 years, a 
faithful member of the choir. He was a 
man of sound judgment, sterling honesty, 
high humor and conscientious faithful- 
ness.’?’ Mr. Eckhardt was an interested 
reader of ‘‘The Messenger.’’ 

Funeral services were held from the 
home and from the Church, Wednesday 
afternoon, March 6, at 2.30 o’clock, in 
charge of the pastor, Rev. Josep H. Stein, 
who was assisted by Dr. H. R: Kreider, 
professor of Toledo University and pastor 
of our Church in Haskins, O. 

—J. H. 8. 


PETER BELLAS KIRKINDALL 


Peter Bellas Kirkindall was buried at 
Hobbie, Pa., Feb. 28, at the ripe age of 86 
years, 10 months and 29 days. One of the 
most interesting and highly respected citi- 
zens of this community, he won for him- 
self a fine reputation for honor and faith- 
ful service in the employ of the DuPont 
Powder Works at Wapwallopen, during his 
best years. Strong in physical, mental and 
moral character, he was fond of relating 
his adventures, which only a man 6 feet 3 
inches, with keen insight, indomitable will, 
and well seasoned wit and humor, could 
have enjoyed. His daughter, Pearl, the 


wife of Elder Lee Peters and family oc- 
cupy the old home, where Mr, Kirkindall 
spent many years and finally passed away, ~ 
Ww. s. ‘ 


, 


a great man. —E. 


